SERVICE OF THANKS
November 17, 2021

Prelude

We Gather Together to Ask the Lord’s Blessing

Welcome

Tune: Kremser
Pastor Joy Laughridge

Call to Worship
Leader: In deep gratitude we come to worship God.
People: We recognize God as the source of all goodness.
Leader: All good gifts come from the Spirit of God:
People: Love, peace, joy, patience, kindness, and gentleness are all of God.
Leader: We come with grateful hearts, not for things, but for who God is.
People: We gather to show our gratitude in song and prayer.

Hymn

We Gather Together
We gather together to ask the Lord's blessing;
he chastens and hastens his will to make known;
the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing.
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own.
Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining,
ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine;
so from the beginning the fight we were winning;
thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be thine!
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant,
and pray that thou still our defender wilt be.
Let thy congregation escape tribulation;
thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!

Responsive Prayer of Confession

Brian Mitchell

Leader: Gracious God, in this season of thanksgiving, remind us of the truth that
every good and perfect gift comes from You.
All: God, we admit that even in our moment of gratitude, we fall short. We
feel thankful for the gifts without acknowledging the Giver. We praise the
beautiful creation around us without drawing close to the Creator. We sing
about our salvation without glorifying You – our Savior. Forgive us.
Leader: Remind us, oh God, that any good we experience is only a glimpse of
Your character. That any blessing is only a foretaste of what You have in store
for those who put their hope in You. And that even our lives – the very breath in
our lungs– is only there because of Your deep love for us.
All: God, reveal Yourself to us in every good gift, and give us eyes to see
You in them. In Christ’s holy Name we pray. Amen

Assurance of Pardon
God’s mercy and grace are sure. Believe the good news. In Jesus Christ we are
forgiven! Alleluia! Amen.

Musical Response

Thank You Jesus
LPC Band

Scripture Readings

Arr. Dan Galbraith
Pastor Joy Laughridge

1 Chronicles 16:7-9
1 Thessalonians 5:16-19

Expressions of Thanks
Meditation

Look up. Look back. Look around.

Thanksgiving Litany

Brian Mitchell
Litany of Thanksgiving

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord who is good.
People: God's love is everlasting
Leader: Come, let us praise God joyfully
People: Let us come to God with thanksgiving.
Leader: For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome;
for seen and unseen splendors
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common
hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for
exchanges of good humor and encouragement People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual
forgiveness and burdens shared; for secrets kept in love.
People: Thank you, God,
Leader: For family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements
and family pleasures.
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and
startling frankness; for their sudden sympathies.
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For the young; for their high hopes; for their irreverence toward worn out
values; for their search for freedom; for their solemn vows.
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For growing up and growing old; for the wisdom deepened by
experience; for rest in leisure; and for time made precious by its passing.
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our diseases; for
preserving us in temptation and danger.
People: Thank you, God.
Leader: For the church into which we have been called; for the good news we
receive by Word and Sacrament; for our life together in the Lord.
People: We praise you, God.
Leader: For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith and
love; who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship.
People: We praise you, God.
Leader: Above all, O God, for your Son Jesus Christ, who lived and died and
lives again for our salvation; for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him
People: We thank and praise you, Eternal God, for all your goodness to us.

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, who is good.
People: God's love is everlasting

Hymn

Give Thanks
Give thanks with a grateful heart;
give thanks to the Holy One;
give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son.
Give thanks with a grateful heart;
give thanks to the Holy One;
give thanks because we’re given Jesus Christ, the Son.
And now let the weak say,
“We are strong”;
let the poor say,
“We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!”
And now let the weak say,
“We are strong”;
let the poor say,
“We are rich because of what the Lord has done for us!”
Give thanks.
Give thanks.

Charge & Benediction
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