SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
January 3, 2021

Preparation for Worship
Prelude

Christmas Medley
Brittany Maroney, Cello

Arr. Gary Lanier

Welcome & Announcements
Prayer of Invocation
On this first Lord's Day of the new year, Creator God, we are mindful
that we do not know what the future holds, but we do know that you will be
with us as we navigate through it. Therefore, we come to acknowledge your
love and leadership, your grace, and your power - all of which are available
to us - whatever the times ahead may bring. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Call to Worship
Leader: Here and now, God invites us to a new day.
People: Through Christ we are invited to a new beginning.
Leader: The Holy Spirit breaks into our lives to inspire us and beckon us
forward. Let us worship God!
Hymn Of Praise
Once in Royal David’s City
Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild;
Jesus Christ, her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and meek and lowly,
lived on earth our Savior holy.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love;
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
Unison Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, you chose us in Christ before the foundation of
the world to be holy and blameless, yet we do not love our brothers
and sisters as he taught. You destined us for adoption as your
children through Jesus Christ, yet we take our status for granted and
fail to obey Christ when he calls us to follow. With all wisdom and
insight you have made known to us the mystery of your will, yet we

stubbornly refuse to study your Word. Forgive our sin, O God, and
help us set our hope on Christ that we may live for the praise of his
glory.
Assurance of Pardon
In Christ, when we heard the word of truth, the gospel of our
salvation, and believed in him, we were marked with the seal of the
promised Holy Spirit. This is the pledge of our inheritance toward
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. In this promise
lies our assurance, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen.
The Children’s Time

The Act of Offering
*Offertory

Mary, Did You Know?
Laura Young, Vocal, Brittany Maroney, Cello

Arr. Jack Schrader

Prayer of Dedication

The Word of God Proclaimed
Key Scripture
Sermon

Ready for Anything

John 1:1-5, 10-14, 16-18
Rev. Joy Laughridge

The Word Proclaimed in Sacrament
Invitation To The Lord’s Table
Prayers of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Prayer After Communion

Blessing and Benediction
Hymn of Commitment

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king.
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful all ye nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.

Mild he lays his glory by,
born that we no more may die,
born to raise us from the earth,
born to give us second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn king!”
Benediction
Postlude

Go Tell It on the Mountain
Brittany Maroney, Cello

Arr. Gary Lanier

The Floral Arrangement in the Chancel this morning is given by
Saundra and Ed Farhat in Thanksgiving to God, who has gotten us through this difficult
year and with prayers that 2021 will be a Happy, Blessed and “Normal” New Year.

*Here Is the “Give Now” link for your convenience:

