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 This morning we are coming to the end of our Real Disciple sermon 
series.  We have followed Peter from the day that he accepted Jesus’s 
invitation to become his disciple, through some of the ups and downs in his 
journey with Jesus, and today his story comes full circle in a way.  It isn’t the 
end of Peter’s story, but if you remember, at the beginning of Peter’s story 
Jesus promised that he would turn Peter into a fisher of men, and on 
Pentecost that promise began to be fulfilled in a powerful way.  That’s what 
we’ll be looking at today. 
 The book of Acts begins with the disciples waiting in Jerusalem.   They 
were waiting for the gift that Jesus had promised, and in Acts 1:8 Jesus tells 
them that when they received this gift, they would receive power to be his 
witnesses.  “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you,” he said.  Power to be my witnesses “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  So, the disciples were there in 
Jerusalem because Jesus told them to wait there, and there were also 
crowds of people in Jerusalem because of Pentecost.   Pentecost is the 
Greek name for the Jewish Feast of Weeks which was a thanksgiving 
festival.  Jewish pilgrims came from all over to the city of Jerusalem to 
observe the feast and give thanks to God for the first fruits of the harvest.  
 At the beginning of Acts 2, we are told that on the day of Pentecost the 
disciples were all together and suddenly the house was filled with a sound 
like rushing wind.  Something that looked like little tongues of fire appeared 
and rested on each of the disciples, and suddenly they began speaking in 
different languages.  This was the moment when they were filled with the 
promised Holy Spirit and the first sign that they had received this gift was 
that they began speaking in languages that they didn’t even know how to 
speak.  The disciples didn’t know the languages that they were speaking, but 
the people from all over who were in Jerusalem recognized their own 
languages being spoken, and they heard the disciples talking in their own 
languages about these amazing and wonderful things that God had done.  
No one knew what to make of it.  Some were curious and they wanted to 
know what it all meant, but others tried to explain it away by saying that the 
disciples were just drunk.   
  

In the Gospels, we’ve gotten to know Peter as the disciple who seemed 
to always be the first to speak or the first to jump in and do something 



whether it was saying on behalf of all of the others, “we think you are the 
Messiah,” or it was being the one to step out of the boat to try to walk on 
water to Jesus.  It’s not surprising then, that on this occasion it was Peter 
who was the one who spoke up to silence the hecklers, and to answer the 
questions and explain to everyone what was going on.  What is different, 
though, is that this time Peter isn’t speaking confidently about things he 
doesn’t fully understand, and this time he doesn’t get scared or mess 
anything up.   This time Peter knows what he is talking about, and this time 
he doesn’t shrink from the risk the of speaking hard truth.  He doesn’t even 
seem to be thinking about himself at all but seems, instead, to be solely 
focused on communicating the message about Jesus.   
 Verse 14 says, “ But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his 
voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.”  Peter 
goes on to interpret a familiar passage from the Hebrew Scriptures.  He 
quotes the prophet Joel who spoke of a time when God would pour out God’s 
Spirit on men and women, and Peter says that they are witnessing the 
fulfillment of that prophecy.  Then he says the hard stuff.  He explains that 
God proved that Jesus was the Messiah through the miracles and other 
powerful things that he did, but instead of embracing him they had him 
arrested and crucified, but even so, God raised Jesus from the dead.  Then 
he interprets a second familiar Scripture, one of the Psalms of David.  In the 
Psalm when David says, “For you will not abandon my soul to Hades or let 
your Holy One experience corruption,” Peter interprets this as David 
speaking prophetically about Jesus.  Peter brings his speech to a close in 
verse 36 saying that the one that they hadn’t recognized, the one that they 
gave over to be crucified, Jesus, was truly the Messiah sent to them from 
God, and I’m going to pick up reading in verse 37, where the crowd responds 
to what they have just heard.  
  Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 
do?” 38 Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you 
in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for 
your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to him.” 40 And he testified with many other arguments 
and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
generation.” 41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, 
and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42 They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers. 



 We know that Peter the fisherman knew what it was like to make a 
miraculous catch of fish with Jesus’s help, but on this day, he made a 
miraculous catch of a different kind with help from the Holy Spirit.  And he 
didn’t just catch the fish.  He, and the other apostles, began the work of 
tending the sheep that Jesus had given them to do.  In the days that followed 
Pentecost, they began to teach and lead this new community of people who 
had repented and accepted the invitation to become Jesus’s disciples, too.  
This was the beginning of the church.   
 There are defining moments in life, those occasions that become 
markers between who we used to be and who we are after that moment.  
The day a person becomes sober or the day that a person loses a limb in an 
accident - those are the kind of defining moments that separate life before 
and life after.   The day that Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and preached 
to thousands who responded to his message with repentance and faith was 
that kind of defining moment in Peter’s life.  Before that day, he was a flawed 
and stumbling follower of Jesus.  He was rash and impulsive but not 
particularly brave.  He had experience in talking to Jesus, but maybe not so 
much in talking about him.  He had been influenced by Jesus, but he wasn’t 
necessarily someone who influenced others.  Acts 4:13 says he was just an 
ordinary and uneducated man, but it also says that people were amazed 
because this ordinary, uneducated man was bold and influential.  Something 
happened to Peter, something changed on that day of Pentecost when Peter 
was filled with the Holy Spirit.   
 I want to say more about what changed, but first, I think it’s important 
to note what didn’t change about Peter when he received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  Peter didn’t stop being the unique person that God created him to be.  
He didn’t lose his personality or even all of his foibles.  We read about how 
his people-pleasing crept up on him again later.  In Galatians Paul says he 
confronted Peter because he had stopped eating with Gentiles, and he had 
stopped eating with them because the religious law said that Jews shouldn’t 
eat with Gentiles and some Jewish believers, who still thought that observing 
the law was essential were criticizing him.    Peter was still Peter, and when 
you and I receive the gift of the Holy Spirit through faith, we’re still who we 
are, and yet, when Peter received the Holy Spirit, he was changed.  When 
the Holy Spirit filled Peter, he was filled with new power and strength that 
enabled him to become a bold witness for Jesus.   
 Bearing witness to Jesus is one of the most significant and important 
things that the person of the Holy Spirit does.  On the night that Jesus shared 
the last supper with his disciples in the Upper Room, he spoke to them about 
the Holy Spirit who would come after he was physically gone from them.  In 
John 15:26 he says to them, “When the Advocate comes, whom I will 



send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the 
Father, he will testify on my behalf.”  The Spirit is the one who awakens 
faith and convinces people like us and people like the ones in the crowds on 
Pentecost that Jesus is the Savior that we need and that he is the way, the 
truth, and the life.  The Spirit is the one who bears witness to the person and 
work of Jesus through the words of Scripture, when the word is preached, in 
the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, and through the people 
and ministry of the church.   
 I get excited about the Holy Spirit and the ministry of the Holy Spirit for 
lots of different reasons.  The Spirit is referred to in Scripture as Counselor, 
Comforter, and Advocate.  Who wouldn’t be excited to have someone like 
that with you and within you all the time?  I need all of those things.  And I’m 
grateful that the Holy Spirit has enabled me to know Jesus and gives me 
confidence that my relationship with God is real.  Those things are significant, 
but it’s this point about how the Spirit bears witness to the person of Jesus 
through the people and ministry of the church that I want to focus on for a 
minute.   
 Before Jesus’s ascension he commanded his disciples to go and make 
disciples, and that commandment wasn’t just for the disciples that were 
standing there with him that day.  If we are Jesus’s disciples, God has a part 
for each of us to play in the work of making Jesus known and inviting others 
to follow and obey him.  The thing that is kind of mind boggling about this is 
that this is actually God’s plan.  That Jesus would choose to hand off his 
ministry to and be present in the world in a community of simple, flawed, and 
foolish people like Peter, and like me, and all of the other imperfect church 
people that you know, seems, at least to my mind, to be a strange plan.  If 
Jesus wants the world to know that he is real, and he wants the world to 
know how he loves, and he wants the world to know how he intends for 
people to live, why would he make it his plan to use ordinary, fallible people 
for that work?  Only God knows the reason why, but what we do know, is 
that even though he has chosen to use ordinary and imperfect people to be 
his witnesses and to build his kingdom, he hasn’t sent us to do that work in 
our own strength and power.  He has given us his Spirit, and that makes all 
the difference.  It’s the Holy Spirit who makes that seemingly strange plan 
work.     
 If Peter hadn’t been filled with the Holy Spirit on that day, and if the 
Spirit hadn’t been at work in the hearts and minds of the people in the crowds, 
it wouldn’t have been a significant day or a defining moment of any kind for 
Peter.  If the rest of the apostles had not been filled with the Holy Spirit on 
Pentecost, the crowds wouldn’t have heard the good news about Jesus in 
their own languages.  It was the Spirit who enabled Peter to preach boldly 



and clearly.  It was the Spirit who enabled the disciples to speak those other 
languages.  It was the Spirit who spoke to the hearts of those hearing the 
message and convinced them of the truth of it.   For the last 2000 years, if 
believers had been on their own, without the presence of the Holy Spirit, and 
if they had been acting in their own power and not in the power of the Spirit, 
and if they had been living by their own human impulse alone and not at the 
impulse of the Spirit - there wouldn’t be a church as we know it. 
 As Jesus’s disciples, we have been given a significant responsibility by 
Jesus himself and no one is exempt from that calling.  If we are his disciples, 
we are called to reveal him to others with words, and actions, and lives that 
make him and the things he has done known.  I think we all know this, but I 
also think that a lot of times we aren’t quite sure how to do it or we aren’t 
confident that we are effective as Jesus’s witnesses.  It looks easy for Peter 
to be a witness to Jesus on Pentecost, but it doesn’t always seem as easy 
in our real lives.  It can be hard to witness with our lives and actions because 
we contend with the part of ourselves that doesn’t naturally want to act like 
Jesus would act, or say what he would say, or do what he would do.   It can 
be hard to witness with our words because we don’t want to come across as 
if we think we’re superior, and we don’t want to be insensitive toward others.  
Or it feels hard to witness with our words because even though we are sure 
that knowing Jesus makes a difference in our lives, we aren’t sure how to 
articulate why, or we fear being confronted with a challenging argument that 
we can’t answer, or we feel insecure about our knowledge of Scripture and 
fear we would say something wrong.   
 The good news that I hope all of us can carry away from this today is 
that yes, Jesus has called you and me to be his witnesses, and yes, that isn’t 
always easy for us to do, but Jesus has supplied the power that we need to 
make us able to do what he has called us to do.  Through the power of the 
Spirit, we can act in the ways that Jesus would even if there is a competing 
natural impulse to do the opposite.  The Spirit gives us power over those 
impulses and enables us to be like Jesus.  And through the power of the 
Spirit, we can speak and put together words and sentences about our 
experience and knowledge of Jesus that the Spirit can use to awaken faith 
in someone else.   Through the power of the Holy Spirit we can be 
influencers, and helpers, and builders - we can be the living presence and 
body of Jesus - the church - in the world for the sake of others.  You don’t 
have to be like Peter, or Paul, or a pastor, or Mother Teresa to be a witness.      
You don’t have to have the talents that someone else has, or the life 
experience, or the physical resources, or anything else that someone has to 
do what Jesus has called you to do.  Whatever you have is important, and 
God will use your personality, and your gifts, and your life experiences in 



unique and wonderful ways, but it is the Holy Spirit who brings the 
opportunities and the power.    
 I want to end by saying that all of this talk about being witnesses to the 
person and work of Jesus is not just church talk, and Jesus doesn’t call us 
to be his witnesses just so we can grow some kind of club for ourselves.  
Being a Spirit-filled community of people who represent Christ’s presence in 
the world, and being Spirit-filled witnesses to the person and work of Jesus 
is the way God uses us to bring real healing, and hope, and change to the 
world.  This past week we witnessed a horrible expression of racism when 
George Floyd was suffocated under the knee of a police officer.  And this 
happened within just a few weeks after another man, Ahmaud Arbery, was 
targeted because of the color of his skin and shot and killed while out jogging.  
Like all of you, I feel angry, and sad, and a little bit helpless in the face of 
these things.  White people can work to become more educated, and people 
of all colors can organize and protest and work to change systems and laws 
that perpetuate racism, but the world needs our witness because Jesus 
changes hearts.  Before he was Paul, Saul hated the followers of Jesus and 
he persecuted and killed them.  After an encounter with Jesus he was 
changed and became a champion of love and reconciliation.  Jesus changed 
his heart and he can change the hearts and transform the lives and actions 
of people who are enslaved to the sin of racism.  For the sake of our broken 
world, we have to be obedient to Jesus and bear witness to his presence, 
and power, and we have to keep inviting all people to repent of sin, to learn 
from him, and to become his disciples.   
 Peter ended up doing many extraordinary things in service to Jesus.  
You can read about Peter’s Spirit-filled ministry in the first chapters of Acts, 
and church tradition says that Peter’s life ended when he was martyred 
upside down on a cross.  He wasn’t a perfect person, but he was a person 
who walked with Jesus, who was loved by Jesus, and who spent his life in 
service to Jesus.  His life as a disciple had meaning and his life as a disciple 
influenced the world and eternity in ways we can’t fully know.  As we have 
followed Peter and listened to his stories, I hope what you’ve heard is that 
Jesus offers all of this to you, too.  Whoever you are, wherever you’ve been, 
whatever you’ve done - you can be a disciple.  You can be a witness.  Like 
Peter, you can live an abundant and meaningful life through Christ, and you 
can share that opportunity with others.  Amen.   
 


