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Love Is All We Have Left 
Matthew 26: 31-35, 69-73 

 
Before we start, I would like to take a moment to express my gratitude to those of you who 
reached out with care and concern for Aidan and our family this week. I am often not far from 
tears. I remember when I left my first church on Ohio, and at the farewell thing they put on, I 
was holding it together until one of the ladies had a gift for Aidan. She made him a scrapbook 
of his time there and told him how much they would miss him. Forget Sara and I. Seeing 
someone show that kind of love to one of your kids, I lost it. Tears flowed. The same thing 
happened this week. As soon as the prayer chain email went out that Aidan had been 
hospitalized, my phone started blowing up, message after message of love and support. I 
contacted Sara and asked her if she was getting messages. “Inundated,” was the reply. As 
the messages came in, I had to stop and sit in the corner and let the tears flow. It was not 
very Scottish, I have to tell you. Anyway, all of this to say on behalf of Aidan and The 
Mitchells, thank you. It has been very humbling to be ministered to by all of you.  
 
We are continuing with our study of Peter and this morning we have a Holy Week story. 
Though it is a Holy Week story we tend to rush by on Holy Week as it is a small part of the 
bigger picture. We have already seen that Peter is a leader among the disciples but also 
emotional and tends to rush in where fools fear to tread.  
 
Peter is the disciple we tend to think we have figured out. He is the one who we often 
recognize ourselves in. He is devoted, but sometimes overzealous.  Perhaps prone to great 
ideas and dramatic downfalls, speaking before thinking. Today we will look at the moment 
Peter’s world comes crashing down. Perhaps the moment of his greatest shame and regret. 
The moment after Jesus’ arrest where Peters denies 3 times that he knew his Lord. 
 
When we think on the scene in the courtyard where Peters denies that he knows Jesus 3 
times in the space of a few minutes and then we have that dramatic scene where the rooster 
crows, we are quick to judge, quick to call him a coward. How could this happen when only 
the night before, Peter tells Jesus, “Lord, I am ready to go to prison with you, and even to die 
with you.”? 
 
31 Then Jesus said to them, “You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is 
written, 

‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 

32 But after I am raised up, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.” 33 Peter said to him, “Though 

all become deserters because of you, I will never desert you.” 34 Jesus said to him, “Truly I 

tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times.” 35 Peter said to 

him, “Even though I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And so said all the disciples. 
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I can imagine Peter pointing at all the others. They might deny you, but I never will. These do 

not sound like the words of a coward. What follows is the drama of The Garden of 

Gethsemane and Jesus’ arrest. Then the accusations by the priests at the house of 

Caiaphas. Then Matthew’s focus is back on Peter. From verse 69: 

 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said, “You also 

were with Jesus the Galilean.” 70 But he denied it before all of them, saying, “I do not know 

what you are talking about.” 71 When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, 

and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”[a] 72 Again he 

denied it with an oath, “I do not know the man.” 73 After a little while the bystanders came up 

and said to Peter, “Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you.” 74 Then 

he began to curse, and he swore an oath, “I do not know the man!” At that moment the cock 

crowed. 75 Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: “Before the cock crows, you will 

deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

This little scene is recorded in all 4 gospels. Most scholars believe that the first Gospel written 

was Mark, and that Matthew, writing to a mainly Jewish audience, took much material from 

Mark. Modern scholarship would state that the actual authorship is unknown, but tradition 

dating back to the early centuries teaches us that the writer of Mark’s gospel received much 

of his information from Peter himself. When you think it over, who else in the early church 

would have included such an embarrassing story of Jesus’ most prominent disciple. It is 

almost like confession.  

 

The historicity of this small story is not in much doubt and it is one of the things I love about 

scripture. The brutal honesty of such a story. In our modern world we would not consider 

including a story that shines a light on such weakness. Really what good can it do? You 

would think the writer of Mark would want to cover it up. We are not great about facing our 

weaknesses straight on. We are not great about admitting weakness, because, well, because 

that makes us weak, and being weak, making mistakes won’t get you the job, won’t get you 

respect, won’t make you feel good about yourself. But what if we lived in a world where our 

weaknesses were useful and could be celebrated because they shine a light on the one who 

can take us with our weaknesses and in spite of that use us for great things? 

 

Lets go back to that courtyard. In verse 56, we read that all of Jesus’ followers left him and 

ran away when he was arrested, yet when the story resumes in the courtyard, Peter is still 

there. Most of us would have run. In Luke’s Gospel, we learn that Peter had followed the 

soldiers with Jesus from a distance. When they started a fire in the courtyard, he was there 

warming himself. 

 

Many of us know that the good work of many years can be destroyed in a moment.  I have 

experience of one cruel word from myself having ruined precious relationships. One 

indiscretion, a life changed. Peter was about to experience such a moment.  
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A servant girl. Not someone the society would have seen as authoritative or especially 

important accuses him of being with Jesus. “I do not know what you are talking about.” Strike 

1.  

He goes to the porch; another servant girl repeats the accusation that Peter was with Jesus. 

“I do not know the man.” Strike 2. 

I want to again suggest these failings could only have come from the most courageous of 

disciples. All the rest had run away, and Peter alone had dared enter the courtyard of the 

high priest.  

Peter must have feared for his life. Two denials, yet he still will not leave. He must have been 

painfully torn between his fear and his love for Jesus. We read in Matthew, after a little while, 

some bystanders approach him. In the Gospel of Luke, we read that it was in fact an hour. 

Peter hung around. They recognized his accent; it gave him away. Surely you are one of 

them. 

We read Peter began to curse, and he swore an oath, (this does not describe profanity by the 

way. He is cursing Jesus name; it is a new depth to his shame.) “I do not know the man!” 

The rooster crowed. Peter remembered Jesus’ words that he would deny him 3 times before 

the rooster crowed. Strike 3. Peter you are out! 

 

And yet, he wasn’t out, was he? We read in Matthew that Peter went outside and wept 

bitterly. In Luke’s Gospel we receive one other small piece of information that is not in 

Matthew. In verse 61 of Luke chapter 22, we read,  

 

“The Lord turned and looked at Peter.” 

 

Jesus knew Peter alone amongst his disciples was there. Jesus knew his prediction of 

Peter’s denials had come true. What do you think Peter saw when he looked into the eyes of 

Jesus? In that moment of his deepest shame.  Did he see bitterness in Jesus eyes? Did he 

see condemnation? Did he see disappointment or resignation that this had come to pass? I 

believe he saw eyes full of love. For Peter to go outside and weep bitterly, Peter must have 

seen even at this awful moment, the unconditional love that Jesus had for him. For Peter, 

love is all that he had left. That broke him and he finally cried bitterly. 

 

Jesus knew Peter. Jesus knew all that made him strong and knew all that made him weak. 

Knew his fear, his courage, his devotion, his shame. And loved him still. 

 

Isn’t that an amazing takeaway for us? Because in the same way, Jesus knows you. Jesus 

knows all that makes you strong and all that makes you weak. And loves you still. 

 

Alistair Begg, the Scottish minister who used to be all over the radio, maybe he still is, I don’t 

know, says this: Peter is not defined by the courtyard, but he is marked by it. I love that 

phrase.  
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Jesus’ love did not allow Peter to be defined by this moment of weakness. This moment will 

not be the only thing he is remembered for, but he is marked by it. It is a significant moment 

in his life. If Peter was indeed a source for the writer of Mark, Peter is making a powerful 

statement here. He is saying, you will not be defined by a moment of shame, weakness, or 

having denied Jesus by your words or your actions. Those of you who have walked away 

from those in need and turned your back on the opportunity to share faith and love and grace 

will not be defined by that moment, but you may be marked by it.  

 

On the resurrection day, we read in Mark 16, when the women find the empty tomb, the angel 

tells them Jesus is alive, now go tell his disciples and Peter. Why say “And Peter”. Is it not a 

given that Peter is a disciple? Perhaps Peter, in his shame, was separated, estranged from 

the disciples. I think this is the first step in his restoration. The instruction to tell the disciples 

AND Peter makes sure we know Peter is included and not separate. He is one of them. The 

restoration is completed in John 21, which is our text next week. 

 

I don’t know about you, but this brings me nothing but hope. Peter’s story was not over in the 

courtyard. It was not three strikes and you’re out. It was three strikes and I still love you, 

because I know you and I have big plans for you.  

 

When we feel like we have failed Jesus, denied him, not been the follower of Jesus that we 

hope we would be, remember the look Jesus gives Peter. He looks at you with that same 

unconditional love saying, I still love you because I know you and I have big plans for you.  

 

Don’t be defined by those moments. Allow them to be markers along the road and reminders 

that God uses our weaknesses for great things. Amen. 

 


