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It’s a common joke, often between couples, that one person is always right.  In fact, 
I bet right now any couples who are watching or listening to this are laughing or 
pointing to the one who is “always right.”  There are some great jokes that you see 
on coffee mugs or memes about this.  My favorite is a picture of a woman saying 
to the man, “I could agree with you, but then we’d both be wrong.”  Or there’s the 
mug I saw one time that said, “Let’s just assume I’m right and move on.”  And the 
classic, “when I married Mr. Right, I didn’t know his first name was Always.”  The 
jokes are funny, but let’s face it.   It feels great to be right, doesn’t it?  It’s a boost 
to our confidence, and the less virtuous, but somewhat intoxicating, feeling is the 
sense that the advantage is mine.  When you’re right, it feels like you’re a step 
ahead of everyone else who is wrong, stumbling around in the darkness of their 
own ignorance.    

 
I think of this because in our Scripture reading this morning, Peter, our “real 
disciple” that we’re following in this sermon series, has a really great moment in 
which Jesus asks him a question, and Peter gives the right answer.  His right answer 
shows that he’s ahead of the curve, and Jesus is thrilled with him.  I have to think 
that Peter felt pretty gratified in that moment, but then, just like that, he turns 
around and proves that once right doesn’t mean always right.   
 
This event in Peter’s life happened after he had been following Jesus for some 
period of time.  He had witnessed his miracles, listened to his teachings, and he’d 
heard Jesus refer to himself as the “Son of Man.”  I posted a short video on 
Facebook this week about the title Son of Man.  It’s a term that comes from the 
book of Daniel.  Daniel had a prophetic dream in which he saw a human figure, that 
he calls the Son of Man, who judges the earth and is appointed to rule as king over 
the everlasting kingdom of God.  Jesus referred to himself as the Son of Man a lot, 
and when he used the title, he was making the connection between himself and 
this righteous judge king figure.  It was a way of claiming to be the Messiah without 
going around saying all the time “I’m the Messiah.”  It’s not that he wasn’t claiming 
to be the Messiah, but the Messiah he claimed to be was somewhat different from 
what people were expecting the Messiah to be.  He was aware that everyone 



wasn’t getting it, and in our Scripture this morning, he checks in with his disciples 
to see how they are progressing in their understanding about who he is.  Let’s listen 
to the Scripture from Matthew 16:13-23. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John 
the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah.  

21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never 
happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You 
are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.” 

This was a time when Jesus and his disciples were alone together.  They had 
retreated from the crowds to a more secluded place, and Jesus asked them, “what’s 
the word out there? Who do people say that I am?”  The disciples respond by 
naming off some of Israel’s most important and revered prophets indicating that 
the general consensus about Jesus was that he was one of many extraordinary men 
that God had used over the years as a mouthpiece to communicate with people.  
That was true enough but there was more, and Jesus probed to find out if the 
disciples had picked up on or perceived anything more in the time that they had 
been spending with him, and Peter comes back with just the right answer.  “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God!”   

I think of this as the confessional equivalent to Peter walking on water.  It was kind 
of a moment of glory for Peter because he was correct!  Jesus was the Messiah.  



Not just a human prophet.  He was the Son of Man, the righteous judge king with 
divine origins on an earthly mission to bring a glorious future.   

Jesus was delighted with Peter and his answer.  I imagine him smiling, or even 
laughing, maybe giving Peter a pat on the back as he says, “you didn’t figure this 
out on your own, but God revealed it to you.” One commentator suggested that 
maybe Jesus was teasing Peter a little when he said that as in, “you never would 
have figured that out without divine help,” but I don’t think the fact that Peter 
recognized a divine revelation instead of figuring it out somehow with his own 
human intelligence makes his confession any less remarkable.  Humans are good at 
missing out on divine revelation and when we do pick up on the message and 
perceive it, it’s a good thing.  In fact, Jesus tells Peter he is blessed because he has 
perceived it.  He tells him he is blessed, but then he also tells him that with this 
recognition and this confession come responsibility.  Jesus tells Peter that he will 
use him to build his church and give him authority to fulfill his calling.   

After that, Jesus began talking to the disciples about his Messianic mission, and it 
sounded terrible.  It didn’t sound like the glorious and victorious mission that the 
Messiah was expected to carry out.  Jesus was talking about suffering and death.  
With God’s help, Peter had a glorious moment when perceived that Jesus was the 
Messiah just like when he had walked on water, but then he objected to the idea 
of Jesus suffering and dying, and it turned into a moment like the one out on the 
water when he started sinking.  He started “sinking” as soon as he lost sight of what 
had been revealed to him and let human wisdom take over.  He was getting it 
wrong now.   
 
What is so real and human about this is that Peter assumes that he is the one who 
is right and that Jesus is the one who is wrong and misguided, and I wonder how 
often we do the same.  As long as what Jesus says and teaches matches up with 
what I already think, he is wise and his teachings are true, but as soon as what he 
says begins to conflict with our own thoughts and instincts, then, like Peter, we 
want to say, “surely not, Lord.  You can’t mean that.  Somehow, Jesus, you must be 
the one who has this wrong.”  
 
I know I’m guilty of assuming I’m right.  I found it quite amusing last week when I 
realized on Wednesday that I had been working on this sermon, that was scheduled 
for this week, instead of the one scheduled for last week.  On Monday I noticed 
that the message on the church sign said that the sermon title was “Imitating 



Jesus.”  Hmm, I thought.  Sara got the information on the sign wrong.  Then, Tony 
said something about picking music that went along with the theme of walking on 
water, and again, I thought, “Tony is confused.”  I kept assuming that everyone else 
had made the mistake.  It didn’t even cross my mind that I was the one who could 
have been confused or wrong until I got further into my sermon prep on 
Wednesday and realized that I was the one at fault.  I know I’m guilty of this in my 
relationships with people, and I’m sure that like Peter, I’m guilty of it in my 
relationship with Jesus sometimes, too.   
 
The grace in the story is that Jesus didn’t ignore Peter’s mistake.  He called it out 
which is what we need sometimes.  It’s much nicer to be surrounded by yes people 
who never disagree with us or correct us, but those aren’t the people who make us 
better and help us grow, and Jesus is interested in helping us grow.  Jesus wants to 
not only grow us but ultimately to perfect us, and that can’t happen without 
correcting, and rebuking, and redirecting us.  Jesus rebuking Peter wasn’t all about 
Peter.  Jesus was also resisting the temptation that the devil had dangled in front 
of him before when he was alone in the wilderness - the temptation to abandon 
the Messianic mission that would involve suffering and sacrifice.  Now the devil was 
dangling that same temptation in front of Jesus through one of his disciples, and 
Jesus had to be firm, but Jesus also cared for Peter, and he couldn’t let Peter 
misunderstand his own mission or the nature of the mission he had just given to 
Peter.    
 
We’re trying to learn in this series how to become and how to be Jesus’s disciples, 
and in this story from Peter’s life one of the things that I hear is a lesson about how 
we must come to Jesus  and how we must continue to walk with Jesus if we truly 
want to become like him and to be changed by him.  We can’t come to Jesus 
thinking that we’re the one in the relationship who is always right.  Our approach 
with Jesus can’t be, “let’s assume I’m right and move on.”   There will be times 
when we get it right, but like Peter, we all have growing and learning to do, and 
there will also be those times when we get it wrong and we need to be corrected.  
As Jesus teaches us, there will be times when we need to change our minds, or set 
aside some things that we always thought were true like Peter had to learn to 
embrace a new understanding of how God’s Messiah would fulfill his mission.   
 
As someone who likes to think I’m right and likes to be right, I know that I’m talking 
about one of the hard parts of being a disciple.  Coming to Jesus with a teachable 



heart obviously requires humility and coming to Jesus with humility requires 
courage.  So many times, it’s easy to base our sense of self-worth on being right 
and on being smarter than others.  If I’m smarter than others or know more than 
others, somehow we think that increases our value.  We have to let go of feeling 
that our value comes from knowing more and being right and have the courage to 
trust God when he says that we are loved and valuable even when we are wrong.  
 
We also have to have courage because learning means changing, and we all know 
that change is scary.   Sometimes maybe we are unteachable because we know if 
we learn something new it means we will have to change.  It’s easier to reject 
challenging new ideas than it is to adopt them because it means we can stay in the 
same comfortable place and go on doing what we’ve always done.   We don’t want 
to learn because we don’t want our world to be disrupted, but this is the way we 
grow.  Think of the ways you have grown because you have been forced to change 
in these past weeks of the COVID-19 crisis.  You’ve learned to attend church online.  
We’ve learned to create church online.  This is just one example.  Learning means 
changing, and changing is part of growing, and growing and changing is what 
following Jesus is all about.   
 
Peter probably didn’t feel as great in that moment when Jesus rebuked him as he 
did in the moment when Jesus celebrated his answer, but we see as Peter’s story 
unfolds in the Gospels and in Acts that he accepted the rebuke and he continued 
to learn from Jesus.  As uncomfortable and humbling as that moment might have 
been for Peter, it was a good moment, too.  It was a moment in which Jesus loved 
him enough to correct him, and Peter trusted Jesus and had the courage to keep 
following Jesus.  As we follow Jesus, it’s ok if we aren’t always right as long as we 
are always teachable.  Amen.   


