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Anytime I watch something like the Olympics, I look at the athletes and the 
incredible things they can do, and I think to myself things like, “man, I wonder 
what would it be like to be able to run like that, or to do those tricks on the 
balance beam.”  Or when I see the talents of the contestants on shows like 
America’s Got Talent, again, I think, “what would it be like to be able to sing 
or dance like that?”  I muse about what it would be like, and then the next 
thing I usually say to myself is, “I could never do that!”   The truth is, I’ve 
probably spent too much of my life looking around at the cool stuff that other 
people do while telling myself at the same time, “I could never do that.”  I am 
pretty confident that there are things that I actually can’t do that people with 
bodies, and talents, and abilities that I don’t have can do, and I accept that 
fact, but it is kind of a defeatist attitude and in some cases I expect it has 
held me back from doing things that I might have actually been able to do.  
For example, in high school I did not get a stellar score on the SAT.  Instead 
of putting in some extra effort to study, and prepare, and go to the SAT prep 
classes that were offered (like the kids who got great scores did), I just told 
myself I wasn’t as smart as the kids who did well and accepted a low score.  
In that case, I really believe that I could have gotten a higher score if I had 
actually tried harder.   
 
In this Real Disciple sermon series, we are looking at scenes from the life of 
Peter as a way to help us think about what it means for us to be Jesus’s 
disciples, and the aspect of discipleship that our Scripture has lead me to 
think about is that disciples follow and imitate their leader.   I think we get 
this point, generally.  The WWJD question and the bracelets are an 
expression of our grasp of this concept.   We know, for example, that when 
Jesus washed his disciples’ feet that he told them to do to each other what 
he had done to them.  And when it comes to imitating Jesus, there are things 
that Jesus did that we probably generally believe that we are capable of 
imitating, even if we don’t do it quite as well or as consistently as Jesus did.  
I can pick up some groceries for someone and drop them by as an act of 
service for someone, and I can manage a private prayer time like Jesus did.  
I’m just guessing, though, or maybe I’m just talking about myself here, that 
when it comes to imitating Jesus that we tend to put the things that Jesus did 
into two categories - the things that he did that I can do, and the things that 
he did that I could never do.  So, I could take some soup over to a sick 
person, but I could never heal the person like Jesus did, or I could share my 
lunch with someone, but I could never actually turn one sandwich into two 
like Jesus could.  Probably a lot of us tend to think in these terms, but when 



we listen to our Scripture this morning we’ll see.  Not Peter.  When Peter saw 
Jesus doing something that most people would say “I could never do,” that 
type of thought never seemed to enter Peter’s mind.  At least not at first.   
 
Our Scripture is from Matthew 14:22-33.  The disciples were with Jesus in 
Galilee, and speaking of multiplying sandwiches, Jesus had actually just 
performed the miracle of feeding the 5000.   The day was over, and Jesus 
sent everyone away, the crowds to their homes, and the disciples he told to 
get in their boat.  Listen to the story.  
 

22 Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead 
to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 23 And after he had 
dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, 
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25 And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the 
sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were 
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.” 

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you 
on the water.” 29 He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started 
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he noticed 
the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 
out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those 
in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Jesus had apparently prayed for most of the night because Matthew tells us 
it was early in the morning, maybe early enough to be dark still.  While Jesus 
was up all night praying, the disciples had been up all night, too, not praying 
but trying to move the boat forward without succumbing to the wind and the 
waves of the storm.  I’ve never been in a boat like that in a storm like that so 
it’s a little hard to imagine, but it’s even harder to imagine what they saw 
next.  They thought they were seeing a ghost but realized when the “ghost” 
spoke to them, that it was Jesus walking to them on the water.  I don’t know 
what I would have thought, but I’m pretty sure I wouldn’t have thought of 
asking if I could do it, too.   Walking on water like Jesus is one of those things 
that is definitely in my mental “I could never do that” category.  I wouldn’t 
have asked, but for some reason Peter asked Jesus to tell him to come out 
to him, and probably what’s even more surprising than Peter asking is that 
Jesus said, “come!” Isn’t that surprising?  He didn’t tell Peter, “stay where 



you are!”  He didn’t say, “you can’t do it.  You have to be the Son of God to 
do this trick.”  He told him to come.   
 
When Peter heard that, he didn’t waste any time.  We’re told that he got out 
of the boat, and he didn’t sink to the bottom.  I used to do a jump into the 
pool when I was a kid, my girls do this, too, and I called it “walking on water.”  
As I would jump in, I would try to walk, but of course I always went plunging 
right in.  Never, for even a split second did I manage to stay on top of the 
water, but here we see Peter stepping out of the boat and like Jesus, he 
began to walk without sinking.   Apart from Jesus, Peter is the only other 
person that I know of, who has ever truly walked on water, but he didn’t last 
long because he started focusing on the wind and got scared.  He started 
sinking and called out to Jesus to save him, who, of course, did save him, 
and then Jesus asked him, “why did you doubt?” 
 
Peter did get scared when he saw the wind, and he did exactly what we 
ought to do in those moments when we are afraid.  He called out to Jesus 
who came to his rescue.  It seems then, that Peter never lost his faith in what 
Jesus could do.  He believed that Jesus could save him when he got in 
trouble, but here is what is interesting to me.   As Peter was walking out there 
on the water in the storm, he didn’t lose faith in what Jesus could do.  He lost 
faith in what he could do with Jesus’s help and power.  When he stepped out 
of the boat he was obviously thinking, “if Jesus makes me able, I can do this!”  
He must have thought that, or he wouldn’t have stepped out of the boat, but 
as he walked and saw the wind, he retreated to the mindset that keeps most 
of us from stepping out of the boat in the first place.  “I could never do that.” 
 
As Jesus’s disciples we are absolutely called to imitate him - to do what he 
would do and to say what he would say, and as I said before, I think we get 
this concept in general, but, I also think that sometimes maybe we are prone 
to make the same error that Peter did.  We live knowing and thinking, “Jesus 
can do anything,” but we tend to say about ourselves, “I could never do that.”  
Like Peter, we forget what we can do through the power that Jesus gives to 
us.  With Jesus’s help and the power he gives to us, the truth is that we can 
actually do things that are hard or even seemingly impossible.  This is why 
the Apostle Paul proclaims in Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me.”  That’s one of those Scriptures that we hear 
so many times that maybe it’s meaning floats right over us without sinking 
in, but it’s a very powerful truth that Paul proclaims there.   
 
It’s so important for us to know this because honestly, imitating Jesus is a 
tall order, and frankly, some of the things he wants us to do are things that 
feel about as impossible as walking on water.  They are things we might feel 
we could never do.  If you have been deeply hurt, the idea of forgiving the 



person that hurt you might be in the “I could never do that” category for you.  
If you’re married and you’ve developed strong feelings for someone who isn’t 
your spouse, resisting those feelings and shutting the door on that could feel 
like something that you just can’t do.  If you struggle with anger, imitating the 
kindness and patience of Jesus may seem like something you’ll never 
master.   
 
Jesus knows that the things he calls us to do are hard for us.  He knows 
because he is both divine and human.  In his humanity, he experienced the 
temptations we experience, and being obedient to God wasn’t always a piece 
of cake for him.  He was in agony as he asked in prayer for God to help 
conform his own will to the will of God on the night of his arrest.  He knows 
that he is asking the impossible of us, just like he knew that walking on water 
was going to be impossible for Peter, but he called Peter out of the boat 
anyway, and he does the same to us.  He never says to us, “just stay back 
where you’re comfortable.  Just do the things that you think you can probably 
muster the strength to do and manage on your own.”  Instead, he says to us 
what he said to Peter.  “Come! Step out of the boat where you know you’re 
safe and you know you can stay above the water.  Come!  Do what I can do!  
I will make you able.” 
 
So many times, I think we put limits on ourselves that Jesus never puts on 
us.  Like the rest of the disciples, we just stay in the boat because we only 
imagine what we might accomplish or do in our own power.  We are capable 
of doing some pretty good stuff sometimes, but if we imagined the good we 
could do, and the lives we could reach with the gospel, and the changes we 
could make if we had limitless power, and wisdom, and love, and strength 
flowing through us would we be more likely to have the boldness of Peter 
and jump out into things, ready to do the impossible and believing that we 
can?   
 
As we celebrate the Lord’s Supper today, Jesus has promised to be present 
with us, and in this meal he promises to give us the food and nourishment 
that gives us the strength and power to be successful in our imitation of him. 
In this meal he confirms that what the Apostle Paul says is true.  I can do all 
things through Christ who strengthens me.  Amen. 
 


