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Hope to Carry On 
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Advent one. This is an interesting Sunday. For some of you it may still feel like Thanksgiving, Family have 

gathered and left, you may have indulged in Black Friday shopping, this may be calm between the Black Friday 

Cyber Monday storm. you’ve been eating turkey for days, it was lovely on Thanksgiving Day but since then it’s 

been the leftovers, usually we can handle a second thanksgiving meal, but then it’s Turkey sandwiches, turkey 

burritos (if it’s the Mitchell house). There is a good chance, you may be trying to relax now and boom, it’s the 

start of the Advent season, when we begin to prepare for the Christmas. You may not be ready for that yet. 

Which is interesting as today’s message is about being ready. 

I don’t blame the Troupers one little bit for being confused with the scripture passages for today. The common 

lectionary which is the scripture guide for the year always begins the advent season, which is also the new year 

for the church calendar, with an eschatological passage about Jesus’ return. It really is not what we expect when 

we approach Advent. We do hope for and look forward to those familiar Christmas passages of scripture. Don’t 

worry because they are coming, but not yet. 

A few years ago I preached on the first Sunday of advent and I shared that the first sermon I ever preached as a 

teenager in my home church was during advent and I chose in my wisdom to preach on Jesus second coming, 

something I knew very little about. It was not very good. I am glad that worship was not online and preserved 

forever back then, I am glad for that one to fade away. But, as much as I may joke about that time, I unwittingly 

may have been on to something. I had no idea about the lectionary back then, but for some reason I was led to 

think about the future coming of God’s Kingdom. And that is what the lectionary does every year.  

Advent can be strange, we spend it looking forward to, an event that happened 2000 years in the past and 

amazing as Jesus’ birth was, if we do not consider during the advent season what that birth means for us looking 

forward, we may miss the big picture and the challenge. Perhaps that is why we begin with these end times 

passages. These are passages that we Presbyterians are not always comfortable with, they can be hard to make 

sense of, or a little scary, but they were meant to be messages of hope not fear. God’s Kingdom is coming. 
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Leading up to todays’ passage in Matthew 24, Jesus speaks of the destruction of the temple. He speaks of wars 

between nations, famines, and earthquakes, sounds familiar, doesn’t it? We are familiar with war, we are 

familiar with violence, we are familiar with hunger and natural disasters. But during this time, a new age will 

dawn, The Son of Man will appear, the Son of Man is a reference to the Messiah, God’s rule will break in. It is no 

coincidence we read these passages on the day we light the candle of hope. For these passages provide for us 

hope to carry on. 

 

In many ways the passage from Isaiah that Katie read for us earlier is part of the Christmas story as the Troupers 

suggested.  

When we read that  

In days to come 

    the mountain of the LORD’s house 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains 

    and shall be raised above the hills; 

We should remember that the mountain was where God’s presence appeared, the mountain was where 

Moses went to be in the company of God. The mountain has parallels to The Garden of Eden, and to the 

Tabernacle, the Temple, places that God dwelled with God’s people. Many scholars claim this passage is a look 

toward Jerusalem in the time of Jesus, or the new Jerusalem in the end times. I wonder if we can consider that 

there is reference to Jesus himself in this passage. God was present with the people in the Garden, on the 

mountain, in the Tabernacle and temple. And then, God was present with the people in the form of Jesus. 

When we read the mountain of the Lord’s House shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall 

be raised above the hills, we see Jesus in these words of hope.  

But the Gospel tells us, we do not know when this will happen, nor should we, for even Jesus does not know 

when. When I hear folks prophesy regarding the end of the world or the second coming of Jesus and they have 

figured out when it will happen, I am reminded of Adam and Eve reaching for the fruit from the tree of 

knowledge. They are claiming to know that what scripture tells us only God knows. We read that our job is not 



 

 Page 3 

to know when, but to watch and to be ready. Now that can freak us out, should we always be on edge 

wondering if we are ready. Again, these passages are not meant to produce fear, they are meant to produce 

hope. Hope that the kingdom of God will be fully realized. 

We live between times, looking toward this new world, yet still in an old world. Between the already and the 

not yet. We are taking part now in the kingdom of God, yet that kingdom is not fully realized.  

How do we live in such in-between times? I mentioned it already, we watch in readiness. Yes, we cannot know 

the time of God’s Kingdom being fully realized, but what is it that we pray every single week, Your kingdom 

come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. We may be used to help bring God’s Kingdom to earth, so as 

we watch and live in readiness, may we be ready to serve, to help, to stand with our neighbor in need, to name 

injustice where we see it, may we watch for signs of God’s kingdom and presence in every day, in every 

interaction. This is the way we take part in the coming of God’s realm. This is being a follower of Jesus, to be 

used by God, to help bring God’s Kingdom to earth as it is in heaven. 

I want to mention verses 40-42.   

Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal 

together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what 

day[i] your Lord is coming 

When we read these verses, we think of rapture like moments, when the one taken is fast tracked up to heaven 

while the other is left behind to, well we’re really not sure what they are left to do.  One of the places I like to 

look in preparation for a sermon is the Presbyterian Outlook, which often provides helpful commentary on any 

week’s lectionary passages. This week Rev Barbara Chaapel helped me consider this passage in a different way. 

She suggests,   

This interpretation is a misreading of the text. Matthew draws a parallel with the flood story in Genesis, where it 

is the faithful who are kept (within the safety of the ark) and who stay on earth after the flood to continue their 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+24&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-23997i
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lives. In the same way, it is the ones who remain in the field and at the grinding stone who are faithful and 

continue their work after their companions are plucked away. 

So perhaps, living in the “between time” this watching and readiness is not sitting back waiting for it all to 

happen but understanding we have a part to play here on earth, doing God’s work of ushering in God’s realm.  

 

I’ve been watching quite a few interviews with Bono in the last few weeks as he promotes his new book, if you 

don’t know he is the lead singer of the band U2 and a man of faith. Bono said something in one interview that I 

really liked. He said before each concert the band gather and pray, just them, no-one else. They ask God to 

allow them to be useful that night.  

A very simple prayer, but at the same time, what a wonderful prayer. God allow us to be useful. For them it is 

through music, for you it may be something else.  

The grace that we experience is only because of God. It is God’s gift, but still, I see you feeding the hungry, 

visiting the sick and lonely, caring for your neighbor, teaching your children and youth about faith, 

demonstrating grace and peace. That is being useful, that is making a difference, that is the work of bringing the 

kingdom of God to others. I do not say that so that we may be satisfied or consider the work done, but to 

encourage, for we know that there is still much to be done.  

This Advent, as we wait and as we watch, may we not do so passively, may our prayer be, that God would allow 

also us, to be useful. 

 


