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Thank you to Linda and all the drama team, our VBS kids had so much fun learning the story of Joseph 
with the drama team. I got to catch them one of the days and they did a wonderful job. And that 
Pharoah, very Yul Brynner like. Being a big fan of the Anrew Lloyd Weber Tim Rice musical, the only 
thing that could have made it better is if Steve had come out in an Elvis Vegas jumpsuit when he 
shared his dream as the Pharoah. If you are familiar with that show, you’ll know what I am talking 
about. 
 
Our kids learned that God loves them no matter what, God is with them everywhere, that God is in 
charge, God is stronger than anything and God is in charge. They also spent time in class, they made 
crafts, they learned songs and had recreation time in the playground. I think we should tip our hats to 
Stan Pilinski and the youth group kids who helped with recreation. It was only 100 degrees for one of 
the days! We did try to keep everyone very hydrated. 
 
If you are familiar with that musical I mentioned, you may be familiar with this guy Joseph. If you paid 
attention in Sunday School, you may be familiar with his story.  
 
He is one of the youngest sons of Jacob, who was the son of Isaac, who was the son of Abraham. So, 
he is part of the line of promise that is found in Abraham’s line. God’s covenant to Abraham that he 
will have descendants as numerous as the stars is being played out in Jacob’s family. They will 
eventually form the 12 tribes of Israel, but as we enter Jospeh’s story, there does seem to be a bit of 
family dysfunctionality going on. Most of us have a least a little disfunction in our families, so we get 
that. Jospeh was Jacob’s favorite son, as he was born to him and his wife Rachael’s old age. Benjamin 
was the only younger brother. We read in verse 2 of chapter 37 that Joseph may have been a bit of a 
tattle tale, as we read, he brought his father a bad report of his brother’s working in the field. Jacob 
had a beautiful coat of many colors made for Jospeh, which none of the older brothers received. Add 
to that the fact that Jospeh was gifted with dream interpretation, which would come in handy with 
the Pharoah later, but did Jospeh no favors when he told them he had dreams which showed that the 
brothers would all bow down to him in the future.  
 
None of this made the brothers like Joseph very much. Their jealousy led them to plot his death, but 
they ended up selling Joseph into slavery and telling Jacob, his favorite son was dead. It’s pretty 
messed up. It makes my arguments with my sisters when I was a kid seem pretty tame! 
 
Joseph was sold again and ended up a slave of Potiphar, the captain of Pharoah’s guard. He worked 
up to being the manager of Potiphar’s household, but when he refused the advances of Potiphar’s 
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wife, she lied to Potiphar about him and he is thrown in jail.  
 
Joseph’s journey is certainly one of ups and downs. He experiences great blessings in his life, great 
privilege and also times when it must have felt like life was dealing him the worst of hands.  
 
That is what life is like for all of us, full of ups and downs. Full of highs and lows. No where in scripture 
are we promised the Christian life will be a completely smooth ride. Mike Yaconelli who founded the 
youth ministry Company Youth Specialties used to say, he didn’t feel the Christian life was a journey, 
it was more like a roller coaster ride, ups and downs and loops, fun parts, scary parts. And at the end 
we get off and say Woah, What a Ride! But there are blessings in it all.  
 
That is what it seemed to be for Joseph. Yet through it all, God had a plan. Through it all God was in 
control. Just like with our lives, God was able to use Jospeh’s ups and downs for God’s glory. 
 
While in prison Joseph interpreted Pharoah’s cup bearer’s dream. The Cup Bearer in turn told 
Pharoah about Joseph when Pharoah himself had bad dreams. Jospeh explained to Pharoah that his 
dream meant there would be 7 years of great harvest followed by 7 years of famine. Pharoah put 
Joseph in charge of the program to store food during the prosperous years to provide during the 
famine. He was once more in a very important position.  
 
I would imagine Joseph had no idea what God’ plan was, but still he trusted God. Everything that 
happened to him led to the moment we find in Genesis 45 when he reveals himself to his brothers 
and his family is reunited.  
 
I suppose it is not too far fetched to think the brothers would not recognize Joseph. Yet I still find it 
strange that they did not. I like Superman movies. Especially the real Superman. To anyone who grew 
up in the late seventies and early eighties, there is only one Superman and that is Christopher Reeve. 
Do you remember the ads for the first one he did? “You’ll believe a man can fly!” When you watch 
those movies now, the special effects are not all that awe inspiring, but at the time, man it was so 
cool. He looked like he was flying.  
 
As a young teen, what I couldn’t believe though was that no-one realized Clark Kent was Superman. I 
mean c’mon, Louis Lane was supposed to be an investigative reporter. All he did was comb his hair a 
different way and put on glasses. Did no one at the Daily Planet notice that whenever Superman was 
doing something cool, Clark was no where to be found. I used to watch those movies thinking, 
“C’mon it's so obvious!”  
 
I have felt the same way about Joseph’s brothers and Jospeh. Did he really change that much? I have 
since realized that it is probably over 20 years since they sold Jospeh into slavery so of course it is 
plausible that they did not recognize their brother. But he recognized them, we know that.  
 
Joseph would have had every reason to ignore them, or to deny them the grain that Jacob had sent 
them into Egypt for as the famine reached Canaan.  
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However, Joseph does not look for revenge or ignore his brothers, he doesn’t have them thrown into 
prison, what he does is weep tears of joy so loudly that even the Egyptians and those in Pharaoh’s 
household hear him. He then reveals to his brothers that he is Joseph! They are terrified, but Joseph 
is full of joy. 
 
Joseph says, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed 
and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent 
me ahead of you.” He goes on, ““So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me 
father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father 
and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to 
me; don’t delay.” 
 
Joseph realizes that through the ups and the downs, the rollercoaster of his life, God had a plan. God 
had sent Joseph ahead to preserve their family, save Egypt, and ultimately prepare the way for the 
beginnings of the Nation of Israel. God is able to take the pain and adversity of life and use it to 
unfold God’s plan. Joseph plays a huge role in sustaining his family, the family of Jacob, which as I said 
earlier became the 12 tribes of Israel.  
 
So, when you have those moments like Joseph did, when you are facing adversity, when you fear, 
when you are lonely, when you see no hope, you feel far from God, know that God can work to bring 
great things from that adversity. We serve the same God who rescued Joseph from the pit, from 
slavery, from prison who used his weakness to bring about The Nation of Israel.  
 
And also look for ways to bring God’s presence to your sister or brother. Events that bring you joy, 
may bring pain to others, be compassionate, be a healer, be a peacemaker. For when we look at 
those who hurt, those who are lonely, who hunger, who are homeless, addicted, those who look face 
war and fear, those who feel ignored or left behind, who struggle to find justice, those imprisoned. In 
other words, the least of these, that is where we see Jesus. That is what Jesus said. So be 
compassionate. Let all your words wherever you say or type them be governed by compassion, by 
grace and most of all by love.  
 
Verse 5 of Psalm 66 which we read earlier applies to Joseph’s life and is good for us to remember. It 
says,  
 
“Come and see what God has done: 
    he is awesome in his deeds among mortals.” 
 
Amen. 


