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One thing I hate is a book or a movie with a bad ending. Anyone
else? I recently watched a movie with a terrible ending. I won’t tell you the
name of the movie so I don’t ruin anything for anyone, but I will say this. It
was about a terrible lady who did terrible things, and I kept watching mainly
because I was waiting for justice in the end. When I finally got to the end of
the movie I was so upset because the justice I was waiting for never
came. Instead, she got away with all of her crimes against humanity, and
not only did she get away with them, but at the end she was more successful
than ever! If it had been my movie, I would have written a much different
ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story

didn’t happen. It just means that Mark didn’t include it for some reason which
of course begs the question, why? We can never know for sure why, but we
can think about what his intentions might have been, and we can open our
hearts to the possibility that even with his untidy ending, Mark means to point
his readers to Easter good news and hope. Consider these possibilities with
me.
First of all, there is the reaction of the women. It is a very human
reaction, the kind of reaction that most people would have to hearing that
someone had been raised from the dead. Dead people don’t come alive
again. Like the retiring minister said in his retirement speech, “The first
person saved under my preaching has backslidden. The first persons
married under my ministry have divorced. But the first person I buried has
stayed there.” Dead people stay dead, so naturally that was what the
women expected to find when they went to the tomb. Mark allows us the
space and the opportunity to think about our own reaction to the incredible
and unbelievable message that Jesus is alive. Maybe it seems easy to just
accept that God is capable of this kind of miracle, and yet, how often do we
move through life both expecting and accepting death? I don’t mean
physical death alone, but all of the painful, heartbreaking things that come
into our lives because evil exists in the world. We resign ourselves to the
fact that a dying marriage will surely end in divorce; that a disease will surely
end in death; that systemic evils like racism and economic injustices will
never end; that an addiction or bad habit will always be with us. Like the
women who expected to find Jesus’s dead body waiting to be anointed, we
just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
and it’s shocking, and it’s hard to believe that it could really be true. If Jesus
is alive, then it means that something other than resignation, and
acceptance, and despair is possible. If Jesus is truly risen from the dead,
then it means that we can do more than accept the reality of death as we
experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
can be and are healed and transformed. Diseases can be and are
cured. Addictions can be and are broken. Not every problem is always
solved when and how we want, but even when we aren’t spared from the
sting of death, we can be spared from the finality of it. The resurrected Jesus
enables us to stand in a different relationship to our brushes with death,
pulled forward by hope rather than dragged down by despair. By leaving us
with the women in their moment of fear and shock, Mark gives us the

opportunity to stop and think about the meaning of the message that was
proclaimed to them. He doesn’t rush right to the resolution, to the moment
when their minds were changed, and they began to believe what had
seemed impossible up to that point. He gives us the opportunity to have our
own expectations turned upside down and then to wrestle with the question,
“What if it’s true?” And this leads to a second consideration in regard to
Mark’s strange ending.
Mark gives us the chance to identify with the women in their moment
of fear, and uncertainty about whether what they are hearing could actually
be true and then he doesn’t tell the rest of the story, and maybe he doesn’t
tell the rest of the story because he knew that there wasn’t just one ending
to the story. By not telling the rest of the story, perhaps it was Mark’s way of
handing the pen to each of us. For every person who hears the message
that Jesus is risen, there is more to the resurrection story. A friend and
former colleague married a good Presbyterian in his 20s, but he never made
a personal connection with faith or Jesus. After they were married, he
attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
resurrection was something he couldn’t accept. And then, one year on the
night before Easter, he took the time to sit down and read the resurrection
story, and on that night, his spiritual eyes were opened, and he came to
believe that it was true. In his case, the more to his story is that God called
him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
So today, as the message is proclaimed to us again that Jesus is Risen
from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
given you all a pen. I would have given you a pen to remind you that the
beginning of the story is written, and where Mark left us with a strange
ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
one person said it. “We could write that the idea of a living Lord is just too
weird to get our minds around. We could write that it has nothing to do with
us. Or we could begin our part of the story with “Come into my life, Jesus.
Live not only out there, but also in here. And that would sound a note of joy
upon which the rest of our narrative could be built.” Amen.
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not only did she get away with them, but at the end she was more successful
than ever! If it had been my movie, I would have written a much different
ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story

didn’t happen. It just means that Mark didn’t include it for some reason which
of course begs the question, why? We can never know for sure why, but we
can think about what his intentions might have been, and we can open our
hearts to the possibility that even with his untidy ending, Mark means to point
his readers to Easter good news and hope. Consider these possibilities with
me.
First of all, there is the reaction of the women. It is a very human
reaction, the kind of reaction that most people would have to hearing that
someone had been raised from the dead. Dead people don’t come alive
again. Like the retiring minister said in his retirement speech, “The first
person saved under my preaching has backslidden. The first persons
married under my ministry have divorced. But the first person I buried has
stayed there.” Dead people stay dead, so naturally that was what the
women expected to find when they went to the tomb. Mark allows us the
space and the opportunity to think about our own reaction to the incredible
and unbelievable message that Jesus is alive. Maybe it seems easy to just
accept that God is capable of this kind of miracle, and yet, how often do we
move through life both expecting and accepting death? I don’t mean
physical death alone, but all of the painful, heartbreaking things that come
into our lives because evil exists in the world. We resign ourselves to the
fact that a dying marriage will surely end in divorce; that a disease will surely
end in death; that systemic evils like racism and economic injustices will
never end; that an addiction or bad habit will always be with us. Like the
women who expected to find Jesus’s dead body waiting to be anointed, we
just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
and it’s shocking, and it’s hard to believe that it could really be true. If Jesus
is alive, then it means that something other than resignation, and
acceptance, and despair is possible. If Jesus is truly risen from the dead,
then it means that we can do more than accept the reality of death as we
experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
can be and are healed and transformed. Diseases can be and are
cured. Addictions can be and are broken. Not every problem is always
solved when and how we want, but even when we aren’t spared from the
sting of death, we can be spared from the finality of it. The resurrected Jesus
enables us to stand in a different relationship to our brushes with death,
pulled forward by hope rather than dragged down by despair. By leaving us
with the women in their moment of fear and shock, Mark gives us the

opportunity to stop and think about the meaning of the message that was
proclaimed to them. He doesn’t rush right to the resolution, to the moment
when their minds were changed, and they began to believe what had
seemed impossible up to that point. He gives us the opportunity to have our
own expectations turned upside down and then to wrestle with the question,
“What if it’s true?” And this leads to a second consideration in regard to
Mark’s strange ending.
Mark gives us the chance to identify with the women in their moment
of fear, and uncertainty about whether what they are hearing could actually
be true and then he doesn’t tell the rest of the story, and maybe he doesn’t
tell the rest of the story because he knew that there wasn’t just one ending
to the story. By not telling the rest of the story, perhaps it was Mark’s way of
handing the pen to each of us. For every person who hears the message
that Jesus is risen, there is more to the resurrection story. A friend and
former colleague married a good Presbyterian in his 20s, but he never made
a personal connection with faith or Jesus. After they were married, he
attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
resurrection was something he couldn’t accept. And then, one year on the
night before Easter, he took the time to sit down and read the resurrection
story, and on that night, his spiritual eyes were opened, and he came to
believe that it was true. In his case, the more to his story is that God called
him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
So today, as the message is proclaimed to us again that Jesus is Risen
from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
given you all a pen. I would have given you a pen to remind you that the
beginning of the story is written, and where Mark left us with a strange
ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
one person said it. “We could write that the idea of a living Lord is just too
weird to get our minds around. We could write that it has nothing to do with
us. Or we could begin our part of the story with “Come into my life, Jesus.
Live not only out there, but also in here. And that would sound a note of joy
upon which the rest of our narrative could be built.” Amen.
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One thing I hate is a book or a movie with a bad ending. Anyone
else? I recently watched a movie with a terrible ending. I won’t tell you the
name of the movie so I don’t ruin anything for anyone, but I will say this. It
was about a terrible lady who did terrible things, and I kept watching mainly
because I was waiting for justice in the end. When I finally got to the end of
the movie I was so upset because the justice I was waiting for never
came. Instead, she got away with all of her crimes against humanity, and
not only did she get away with them, but at the end she was more successful
than ever! If it had been my movie, I would have written a much different
ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun
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large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
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looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
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Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
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wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
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disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
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him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
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convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
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only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
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mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
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what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
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ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story

didn’t happen. It just means that Mark didn’t include it for some reason which
of course begs the question, why? We can never know for sure why, but we
can think about what his intentions might have been, and we can open our
hearts to the possibility that even with his untidy ending, Mark means to point
his readers to Easter good news and hope. Consider these possibilities with
me.
First of all, there is the reaction of the women. It is a very human
reaction, the kind of reaction that most people would have to hearing that
someone had been raised from the dead. Dead people don’t come alive
again. Like the retiring minister said in his retirement speech, “The first
person saved under my preaching has backslidden. The first persons
married under my ministry have divorced. But the first person I buried has
stayed there.” Dead people stay dead, so naturally that was what the
women expected to find when they went to the tomb. Mark allows us the
space and the opportunity to think about our own reaction to the incredible
and unbelievable message that Jesus is alive. Maybe it seems easy to just
accept that God is capable of this kind of miracle, and yet, how often do we
move through life both expecting and accepting death? I don’t mean
physical death alone, but all of the painful, heartbreaking things that come
into our lives because evil exists in the world. We resign ourselves to the
fact that a dying marriage will surely end in divorce; that a disease will surely
end in death; that systemic evils like racism and economic injustices will
never end; that an addiction or bad habit will always be with us. Like the
women who expected to find Jesus’s dead body waiting to be anointed, we
just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
and it’s shocking, and it’s hard to believe that it could really be true. If Jesus
is alive, then it means that something other than resignation, and
acceptance, and despair is possible. If Jesus is truly risen from the dead,
then it means that we can do more than accept the reality of death as we
experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
can be and are healed and transformed. Diseases can be and are
cured. Addictions can be and are broken. Not every problem is always
solved when and how we want, but even when we aren’t spared from the
sting of death, we can be spared from the finality of it. The resurrected Jesus
enables us to stand in a different relationship to our brushes with death,
pulled forward by hope rather than dragged down by despair. By leaving us
with the women in their moment of fear and shock, Mark gives us the

opportunity to stop and think about the meaning of the message that was
proclaimed to them. He doesn’t rush right to the resolution, to the moment
when their minds were changed, and they began to believe what had
seemed impossible up to that point. He gives us the opportunity to have our
own expectations turned upside down and then to wrestle with the question,
“What if it’s true?” And this leads to a second consideration in regard to
Mark’s strange ending.
Mark gives us the chance to identify with the women in their moment
of fear, and uncertainty about whether what they are hearing could actually
be true and then he doesn’t tell the rest of the story, and maybe he doesn’t
tell the rest of the story because he knew that there wasn’t just one ending
to the story. By not telling the rest of the story, perhaps it was Mark’s way of
handing the pen to each of us. For every person who hears the message
that Jesus is risen, there is more to the resurrection story. A friend and
former colleague married a good Presbyterian in his 20s, but he never made
a personal connection with faith or Jesus. After they were married, he
attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
resurrection was something he couldn’t accept. And then, one year on the
night before Easter, he took the time to sit down and read the resurrection
story, and on that night, his spiritual eyes were opened, and he came to
believe that it was true. In his case, the more to his story is that God called
him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
So today, as the message is proclaimed to us again that Jesus is Risen
from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
given you all a pen. I would have given you a pen to remind you that the
beginning of the story is written, and where Mark left us with a strange
ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
one person said it. “We could write that the idea of a living Lord is just too
weird to get our minds around. We could write that it has nothing to do with
us. Or we could begin our part of the story with “Come into my life, Jesus.
Live not only out there, but also in here. And that would sound a note of joy
upon which the rest of our narrative could be built.” Amen.
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One thing I hate is a book or a movie with a bad ending. Anyone
else? I recently watched a movie with a terrible ending. I won’t tell you the
name of the movie so I don’t ruin anything for anyone, but I will say this. It
was about a terrible lady who did terrible things, and I kept watching mainly
because I was waiting for justice in the end. When I finally got to the end of
the movie I was so upset because the justice I was waiting for never
came. Instead, she got away with all of her crimes against humanity, and
not only did she get away with them, but at the end she was more successful
than ever! If it had been my movie, I would have written a much different
ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
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interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
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women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story

didn’t happen. It just means that Mark didn’t include it for some reason which
of course begs the question, why? We can never know for sure why, but we
can think about what his intentions might have been, and we can open our
hearts to the possibility that even with his untidy ending, Mark means to point
his readers to Easter good news and hope. Consider these possibilities with
me.
First of all, there is the reaction of the women. It is a very human
reaction, the kind of reaction that most people would have to hearing that
someone had been raised from the dead. Dead people don’t come alive
again. Like the retiring minister said in his retirement speech, “The first
person saved under my preaching has backslidden. The first persons
married under my ministry have divorced. But the first person I buried has
stayed there.” Dead people stay dead, so naturally that was what the
women expected to find when they went to the tomb. Mark allows us the
space and the opportunity to think about our own reaction to the incredible
and unbelievable message that Jesus is alive. Maybe it seems easy to just
accept that God is capable of this kind of miracle, and yet, how often do we
move through life both expecting and accepting death? I don’t mean
physical death alone, but all of the painful, heartbreaking things that come
into our lives because evil exists in the world. We resign ourselves to the
fact that a dying marriage will surely end in divorce; that a disease will surely
end in death; that systemic evils like racism and economic injustices will
never end; that an addiction or bad habit will always be with us. Like the
women who expected to find Jesus’s dead body waiting to be anointed, we
just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
and it’s shocking, and it’s hard to believe that it could really be true. If Jesus
is alive, then it means that something other than resignation, and
acceptance, and despair is possible. If Jesus is truly risen from the dead,
then it means that we can do more than accept the reality of death as we
experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
can be and are healed and transformed. Diseases can be and are
cured. Addictions can be and are broken. Not every problem is always
solved when and how we want, but even when we aren’t spared from the
sting of death, we can be spared from the finality of it. The resurrected Jesus
enables us to stand in a different relationship to our brushes with death,
pulled forward by hope rather than dragged down by despair. By leaving us
with the women in their moment of fear and shock, Mark gives us the

opportunity to stop and think about the meaning of the message that was
proclaimed to them. He doesn’t rush right to the resolution, to the moment
when their minds were changed, and they began to believe what had
seemed impossible up to that point. He gives us the opportunity to have our
own expectations turned upside down and then to wrestle with the question,
“What if it’s true?” And this leads to a second consideration in regard to
Mark’s strange ending.
Mark gives us the chance to identify with the women in their moment
of fear, and uncertainty about whether what they are hearing could actually
be true and then he doesn’t tell the rest of the story, and maybe he doesn’t
tell the rest of the story because he knew that there wasn’t just one ending
to the story. By not telling the rest of the story, perhaps it was Mark’s way of
handing the pen to each of us. For every person who hears the message
that Jesus is risen, there is more to the resurrection story. A friend and
former colleague married a good Presbyterian in his 20s, but he never made
a personal connection with faith or Jesus. After they were married, he
attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
resurrection was something he couldn’t accept. And then, one year on the
night before Easter, he took the time to sit down and read the resurrection
story, and on that night, his spiritual eyes were opened, and he came to
believe that it was true. In his case, the more to his story is that God called
him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
So today, as the message is proclaimed to us again that Jesus is Risen
from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
given you all a pen. I would have given you a pen to remind you that the
beginning of the story is written, and where Mark left us with a strange
ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
one person said it. “We could write that the idea of a living Lord is just too
weird to get our minds around. We could write that it has nothing to do with
us. Or we could begin our part of the story with “Come into my life, Jesus.
Live not only out there, but also in here. And that would sound a note of joy
upon which the rest of our narrative could be built.” Amen.

Easter Sunday
The Rest of the Story
Mark 16:1-8
Rev. Joy W. Laughridge
April 4, 2021
One thing I hate is a book or a movie with a bad ending. Anyone
else? I recently watched a movie with a terrible ending. I won’t tell you the
name of the movie so I don’t ruin anything for anyone, but I will say this. It
was about a terrible lady who did terrible things, and I kept watching mainly
because I was waiting for justice in the end. When I finally got to the end of
the movie I was so upset because the justice I was waiting for never
came. Instead, she got away with all of her crimes against humanity, and
not only did she get away with them, but at the end she was more successful
than ever! If it had been my movie, I would have written a much different
ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story

didn’t happen. It just means that Mark didn’t include it for some reason which
of course begs the question, why? We can never know for sure why, but we
can think about what his intentions might have been, and we can open our
hearts to the possibility that even with his untidy ending, Mark means to point
his readers to Easter good news and hope. Consider these possibilities with
me.
First of all, there is the reaction of the women. It is a very human
reaction, the kind of reaction that most people would have to hearing that
someone had been raised from the dead. Dead people don’t come alive
again. Like the retiring minister said in his retirement speech, “The first
person saved under my preaching has backslidden. The first persons
married under my ministry have divorced. But the first person I buried has
stayed there.” Dead people stay dead, so naturally that was what the
women expected to find when they went to the tomb. Mark allows us the
space and the opportunity to think about our own reaction to the incredible
and unbelievable message that Jesus is alive. Maybe it seems easy to just
accept that God is capable of this kind of miracle, and yet, how often do we
move through life both expecting and accepting death? I don’t mean
physical death alone, but all of the painful, heartbreaking things that come
into our lives because evil exists in the world. We resign ourselves to the
fact that a dying marriage will surely end in divorce; that a disease will surely
end in death; that systemic evils like racism and economic injustices will
never end; that an addiction or bad habit will always be with us. Like the
women who expected to find Jesus’s dead body waiting to be anointed, we
just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
and it’s shocking, and it’s hard to believe that it could really be true. If Jesus
is alive, then it means that something other than resignation, and
acceptance, and despair is possible. If Jesus is truly risen from the dead,
then it means that we can do more than accept the reality of death as we
experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
can be and are healed and transformed. Diseases can be and are
cured. Addictions can be and are broken. Not every problem is always
solved when and how we want, but even when we aren’t spared from the
sting of death, we can be spared from the finality of it. The resurrected Jesus
enables us to stand in a different relationship to our brushes with death,
pulled forward by hope rather than dragged down by despair. By leaving us
with the women in their moment of fear and shock, Mark gives us the

opportunity to stop and think about the meaning of the message that was
proclaimed to them. He doesn’t rush right to the resolution, to the moment
when their minds were changed, and they began to believe what had
seemed impossible up to that point. He gives us the opportunity to have our
own expectations turned upside down and then to wrestle with the question,
“What if it’s true?” And this leads to a second consideration in regard to
Mark’s strange ending.
Mark gives us the chance to identify with the women in their moment
of fear, and uncertainty about whether what they are hearing could actually
be true and then he doesn’t tell the rest of the story, and maybe he doesn’t
tell the rest of the story because he knew that there wasn’t just one ending
to the story. By not telling the rest of the story, perhaps it was Mark’s way of
handing the pen to each of us. For every person who hears the message
that Jesus is risen, there is more to the resurrection story. A friend and
former colleague married a good Presbyterian in his 20s, but he never made
a personal connection with faith or Jesus. After they were married, he
attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
resurrection was something he couldn’t accept. And then, one year on the
night before Easter, he took the time to sit down and read the resurrection
story, and on that night, his spiritual eyes were opened, and he came to
believe that it was true. In his case, the more to his story is that God called
him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
So today, as the message is proclaimed to us again that Jesus is Risen
from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
given you all a pen. I would have given you a pen to remind you that the
beginning of the story is written, and where Mark left us with a strange
ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
one person said it. “We could write that the idea of a living Lord is just too
weird to get our minds around. We could write that it has nothing to do with
us. Or we could begin our part of the story with “Come into my life, Jesus.
Live not only out there, but also in here. And that would sound a note of joy
upon which the rest of our narrative could be built.” Amen.
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One thing I hate is a book or a movie with a bad ending. Anyone
else? I recently watched a movie with a terrible ending. I won’t tell you the
name of the movie so I don’t ruin anything for anyone, but I will say this. It
was about a terrible lady who did terrible things, and I kept watching mainly
because I was waiting for justice in the end. When I finally got to the end of
the movie I was so upset because the justice I was waiting for never
came. Instead, she got away with all of her crimes against humanity, and
not only did she get away with them, but at the end she was more successful
than ever! If it had been my movie, I would have written a much different
ending. In my ending, she would have paid for her crimes against
humanity. One of the attempts against her life would have been successful
or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story
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just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
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experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
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attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
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him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
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from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
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ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
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name of the movie so I don’t ruin anything for anyone, but I will say this. It
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or at least she would have been wasting away in a lonely jail cell
somewhere. That’s how the story should have ended as far as I was
concerned. It might be bad guys getting away with things, or unresolved
elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
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says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
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elements, a death that shouldn’t have happened, or a confusing last scene,
but bad endings are the worst, and that brings us to our Scripture.
The reading this morning comes from Mark’s Gospel and it’s a very
interesting text. If you look in your Bible you will see a note after verse 8 that
says the earliest manuscripts don’t include verses 9-20. The ending of the
Gospel as we have it in our Bibles was apparently added on by someone at
a later time - someone who read the text as they found it and seems to have
said, “This ending is terrible!” Determined to fix it, it appears that the scribe
borrowed from the tradition and other texts and added verses 9-20 to give
the story a better ending. It is possible that Mark did originally include more
after verse 8 and that it got lost somehow. There are scholars who are
convinced that that must be the case since it does seem to be such a strange
end, but for the most part, the scholarly consensus is that the original and
only conclusion to Mark’s Gospel is verse 8. Let’s go ahead and read the
Scripture now and you can see what you think of what might really be the
original ending to Mark’s account of Jesus’s life.
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the
mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and
anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun

had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one
another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very
large, had already been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they
saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and
they were alarmed. 6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised;
he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his
disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you
will see him, just as he told you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the
tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing
to anyone, for they were afraid.
The first seven verses sound like they are building up to that hopeful,
inspiring Easter resolution. Mark describes what happened on that first
Easter morning, and though there are some variations in the way the story
is told and some differences in the details that each Gospel writer reports, in
general, what we just heard in verses 1-7 are what you probably expected to
hear when you came to church this morning. Jesus’s body had been placed
in the tomb, and early in the morning on that first day of the week, some of
the women who had ministered to him during his life were on their way to
minister to Jesus in his death by taking care of the body. When they got
there, they were surprised because the stone had been rolled away, and
then they were even more surprised when they went into the tomb and saw
that Jesus’s body was gone. Then, the man in white announces the
wonderful news to them. He isn’t here because he has risen from the
dead! The explanation for the missing body is given. The good news is
proclaimed, and the messenger tells the women to go tell Peter and the other
disciples about this miraculous thing that has happened. So far so good, but
then comes the final sentence.
Instead of reporting that the women went excitedly to tell the others
what they had seen, instead of reporting that the risen Jesus appeared to
the women or to the other disciples, Mark ends the story by saying that the
women were scared, and they didn’t do what the messenger told them to
do. They didn’t say anything to anyone. The end. To be fair, the other
Gospel writers also mention that Jesus’s followers were filled with a mix of
fear and wonder upon discovering that the tomb was empty, but the fear is
relieved when the risen Jesus appears to them. At the end of the other
Gospels, we know that they know that Jesus really was alive. We also know
from the other accounts that the women didn’t stay silent and afraid and that
they did end up telling the disciples about what they had seen. The fact that
Mark didn’t include the rest of the story doesn’t mean that the rest of the story

didn’t happen. It just means that Mark didn’t include it for some reason which
of course begs the question, why? We can never know for sure why, but we
can think about what his intentions might have been, and we can open our
hearts to the possibility that even with his untidy ending, Mark means to point
his readers to Easter good news and hope. Consider these possibilities with
me.
First of all, there is the reaction of the women. It is a very human
reaction, the kind of reaction that most people would have to hearing that
someone had been raised from the dead. Dead people don’t come alive
again. Like the retiring minister said in his retirement speech, “The first
person saved under my preaching has backslidden. The first persons
married under my ministry have divorced. But the first person I buried has
stayed there.” Dead people stay dead, so naturally that was what the
women expected to find when they went to the tomb. Mark allows us the
space and the opportunity to think about our own reaction to the incredible
and unbelievable message that Jesus is alive. Maybe it seems easy to just
accept that God is capable of this kind of miracle, and yet, how often do we
move through life both expecting and accepting death? I don’t mean
physical death alone, but all of the painful, heartbreaking things that come
into our lives because evil exists in the world. We resign ourselves to the
fact that a dying marriage will surely end in divorce; that a disease will surely
end in death; that systemic evils like racism and economic injustices will
never end; that an addiction or bad habit will always be with us. Like the
women who expected to find Jesus’s dead body waiting to be anointed, we
just kind of expect that painful things will always be part of life and we try to
accept it and do the best we can, but then we hear the proclamation that
Jesus is risen from the dead which means death doesn’t have the final word,
and it’s shocking, and it’s hard to believe that it could really be true. If Jesus
is alive, then it means that something other than resignation, and
acceptance, and despair is possible. If Jesus is truly risen from the dead,
then it means that we can do more than accept the reality of death as we
experience it in different ways. It means that we can have real hope in the
midst of even the most painful and seemingly hopeless situations because
Jesus’s resurrection means death does not have the final word. Marriages
can be and are healed and transformed. Diseases can be and are
cured. Addictions can be and are broken. Not every problem is always
solved when and how we want, but even when we aren’t spared from the
sting of death, we can be spared from the finality of it. The resurrected Jesus
enables us to stand in a different relationship to our brushes with death,
pulled forward by hope rather than dragged down by despair. By leaving us
with the women in their moment of fear and shock, Mark gives us the

opportunity to stop and think about the meaning of the message that was
proclaimed to them. He doesn’t rush right to the resolution, to the moment
when their minds were changed, and they began to believe what had
seemed impossible up to that point. He gives us the opportunity to have our
own expectations turned upside down and then to wrestle with the question,
“What if it’s true?” And this leads to a second consideration in regard to
Mark’s strange ending.
Mark gives us the chance to identify with the women in their moment
of fear, and uncertainty about whether what they are hearing could actually
be true and then he doesn’t tell the rest of the story, and maybe he doesn’t
tell the rest of the story because he knew that there wasn’t just one ending
to the story. By not telling the rest of the story, perhaps it was Mark’s way of
handing the pen to each of us. For every person who hears the message
that Jesus is risen, there is more to the resurrection story. A friend and
former colleague married a good Presbyterian in his 20s, but he never made
a personal connection with faith or Jesus. After they were married, he
attended church with her and began to come around on some things, but the
resurrection was something he couldn’t accept. And then, one year on the
night before Easter, he took the time to sit down and read the resurrection
story, and on that night, his spiritual eyes were opened, and he came to
believe that it was true. In his case, the more to his story is that God called
him to ministry, and he has served the church for over 20 years now. For
me, it feels like the rest of the story has been written in those difficult times
when I have faced personal struggles, or experienced doubt, or I’ve observed
the painful experiences of others. I believed the story of the resurrection
since it was told to me as a child, but it has been in those brushes with the
death and sadness in this world that I have embraced that resurrection hope
that has pulled me forward rather than sinking into despair.
So today, as the message is proclaimed to us again that Jesus is Risen
from the dead, I wish I had thought about it far enough in advance to have
given you all a pen. I would have given you a pen to remind you that the
beginning of the story is written, and where Mark left us with a strange
ending, you have the chance to add your own rest of the story, and I like how
one person said it. “We could write that the idea of a living Lord is just too
weird to get our minds around. We could write that it has nothing to do with
us. Or we could begin our part of the story with “Come into my life, Jesus.
Live not only out there, but also in here. And that would sound a note of joy
upon which the rest of our narrative could be built.” Amen.

