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 I’ve been a mother for almost 15 years now, and I’ve learned that having children does things to 
you.  It makes you tired.  It drains your bank account.  It turns you into your parents, and it turns you into 
a person who says the same things over and over again.  After you’ve said the same thing over and over 
you hear yourself asking, “How many times do I have to tell you…..?”  I wonder if the man from today’s 
Gospel reading felt like asking that question.  How many times do I have to tell you?  It seems like he must 
have.  Jesus had done the impossible and given sight to his blind eyes, and people kept asking him about 
it.  “What happened to you?” they wanted to know. 

First it was the neighbors.  They wanted to know if he was even the same man that they had seen 
blind and begging, and when they were convinced that it was, they wanted to know how he had received 
his sight.  Next it was the Pharisees.  They also wanted to know how a man born blind was now able to 
see.   Some of them didn’t want to believe the man’s story so they asked him to tell it again, but having 
the man tell it again and again didn’t change it.  His testimony remained the same. 

From an early time in my life, it was firmly impressed on me that I should be able to give a 
testimony and talk to others about what Jesus has done in my life.  I used to go to youth group with my 
best friend at her church and there was a heavy emphasis on personal evangelism.  They equipped us with 
little tracts and booklets to pass out to our friends and instructed us about which Scriptures it was 
important to share with people, and the biggest reason for all of this was because someone else’s life 
might be changed, and they might have their own encounter with Jesus if we told our stories.  Though I 
don’t necessarily think that some of the methods we were taught were the most effective, I do believe 
that Jesus meant it when he said to his disciples in Acts 1:8, you shall be my witnesses.  I also believe that 
“you” includes us, and I believe that Jesus calls us to be his witnesses for the reason that we were taught 
in youth group.  Some people will hear our stories, and they will believe, and their lives will be changed.  
The story that we heard last week about the Woman at the Well is that kind of story.  Many in the town 
believed in Jesus because of her testimony about him, but in the story we just read today, things didn’t 
turn out quite the same way.   
 In the story that we read this morning, the man born blind told his story to everyone who asked 
him. The man named Jesus put mud on my eyes, told me to go wash, and after that I could see.  The 
Pharisees heard the story, but they didn’t believe in Jesus because of the man’s testimony about him even 
after they’d heard it over and over.  At the end of the story, they remained unchanged and still blind 
themselves to the truth about Jesus’s identity.   This story, in contrast to the story about the Woman at 
the Well, reminds us of the truth that not everyone will hear and respond to our stories or to the message 
about Jesus in the way that we would hope.  They won’t all hear and believe.  Other people’s lives won’t 
be changed every time we open our mouths and talk to others about the reason for our hope and bear 
witness to what we have seen and heard and believed, but this shouldn’t become and excuse or a reason 
for not telling our stories.  Telling our stories so that others might be changed is a reason but not the only 
reason to tell our stories, and we should keep telling our stories for the other reasons, too.  We see one 
of those other reasons in our Scripture today.  The person who was changed in this passage was the man 
who kept telling other people about what had happened to him, and this could be true for us. Sometimes, 
when we talk and tell about what Jesus has done for us it’s our own eyes that are opened, our own faith 
that is deepened, and our own lives that are changed.   

At the beginning of the passage, when the neighbors asked the man who had been born blind 
what had happened, he told them.  He told them the facts – that Jesus had healed him in a miraculous 



way.  At that point in the story, he didn’t make any pronouncements about Jesus’s identity or any 
profession of faith.  He just knew that because of Jesus, he could see for the first time.  More opportunities 
came for him to tell the story, and after telling the story more times,  he was soon prepared to say that 
he thought Jesus was a prophet.  In the same way that the Woman at the Well perceived a little more and 
then a little more, he was beginning to perceive a little more with each telling of the story.  Finally, after 
more questioning and protesting from the Pharisees, he had grown in his assurance that Jesus was sent 
from God.  You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does 
not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world 
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.’”  For all the time that the man was telling and retelling his story, Jesus was 
physically absent from the story, but his name was on the man’s lips and what he had done was in the 
man’s thoughts.  After the man had been driven out of the synagogue by the leaders who hadn’t been 
changed by his story, Jesus came back and found the man, and at that point he asked him something that 
he hadn’t asked him before or even immediately after healing him.  “Do you believe in the Son of Man,” 
Jesus asked him.  When the man asked who is the Son of Man? Jesus said the same thing he said to the 
Woman at the Well. “The one speaking with you is he.”  Without hesitation the man replied, “Lord, I 
believe,” and he worshipped him.   
 In the beginning, Jesus met a man’s physical need and the man acknowledged what Jesus had 
done before others.  His spiritual eyes weren’t yet fully opened, and he didn’t have all of the answers to 
the questions people had about Jesus.  Where is he?  Who is he?  How was he able to do a miracle?  One 
of the reasons that we may sometimes hesitate to share with others about what Jesus has done for us is 
because we fear that we won’t be able to answer the questions or the protests that people have, but we 
don’t have to be able to answer every protest or explain every mystery.  We can just tell what we do know 
and understand – even if our understanding is limited – and as we do that, it may be that we begin to 
grow in our understanding about some things.  That’s what happened to the man in the story.  He just 
kept telling the story about what had happened, and the more he talked about what the more he began 
to understand about who it was who had done it.   

Just like Jesus healed the man born blind, Jesus wants to do things for us, too.  This is the reason 
that he came into the world – to do things.   At the beginning of his ministry, Luke tells us that he made 
this clear when he stood up in the synagogue and read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah saying, 

 
“ The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

    because he has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
    and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 
Jesus does these things for us and for others because he knows that we need his help, but in John’s 
Gospel, when Jesus did something like healing the man born blind, John emphasizes that he did these 
things as signs.  They were signs that revealed who he is to any who would see it.  Jesus didn’t just come 
to do things.  He came to show us that he is the God who is with us, who loves us, who wants to be in 
relationship with us and give us true life. 
 It may be that you credit Jesus with having done something for you.  Maybe you received some 
kind of vision or healing.  Maybe some need was met in a surprising way.  Maybe you were able to give or 
receive forgiveness when that seemed like an impossible thing.  Whatever it was, there was something 
that happened, and it made a difference in your life – a difference that you noticed and maybe other 



people noticed it, too.   Maybe you recognized that somehow what happened to you or for you happened 
because Jesus did it, but you couldn’t say much more about who Jesus really is.  If you have a story about 
something that you know Jesus did for you, it’s ok if you don’t yet know everything about who he is, but 
don’t be ok with leaving things that way.  Consider that provision or intervention a starting place in your 
relationship with him and an invitation from him to discover more about who he is.  He wants you, and 
me, and everyone to come to know and understand the fullness of who he is – that he isn’t only a wise 
teacher, or only a good man.  He wants us to know and to see that he is God- God with us and God for us.    
 This discovery and a deepening conviction about who Jesus is can happen  through the telling and 
retelling of our stories.  Each time we tell them, it reinforces the faith that tells us that we weren’t just 
lucky but that God showed up and acted on our behalf.  Sometimes when we tell others it opens the door 
for their questions or even protests- questions and protests that we don’t always have to be able to 
answer but that push us to reflect further and to seek deeper understanding for ourselves.   I’ll end by 
asking, what is your story?  When, and where, and how did Jesus do something for you?  It could be one 
thing, it could be lots of things.  Whatever it is, be clear in your mind about that story and then tell it.  Tell 
it again and again.  You never know when someone will be changed because they heard it.  It could be 
someone else or it could be you.  Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

9 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, 
who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ 3 Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man 
nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 
him. 4 We[a] must work the works of him who sent me[b]while it is day; night is coming when no 
one can work. 5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ 6 When he had said this, 
he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, 7 saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a 
beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 9 Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ 
Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ 10 But they 
kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ 11 He answered, ‘The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and 
washed and received my sight.’ 12 They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14 Now it was a sabbath 
day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him 
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how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and 
now I see.’ 16 Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the 
sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were 
divided. 17 So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight 19 and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you 
say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ 20 His parents answered, ‘We know that this is 
our son, and that he was born blind; 21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do 
we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ 22 His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 
confessed Jesus[c] to be the Messiah[d] would be put out of the synagogue. 23 Therefore his 
parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give 
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a 
sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 26 They said to him, ‘What did 
he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27 He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and 
you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?’ 28 Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. 29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where 
he comes from.’ 30 The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he 
comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32 Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33 If this man were not from 
God, he could do nothing.’ 34 They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you 
trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 

Spiritual Blindness 

35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in 
the Son of Man?’[e] 36 He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?[f] Tell me, so that I may believe in 
him.’ 37 Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ 38 He said, 
‘Lord,[g] I believe.’ And he worshipped him. 39 Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so 
that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ 40 Some of the 
Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ 41 Jesus said to 
them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin 
remains. 
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