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 This morning we have reached the third week in our Everyday Saints 
Sermon Series, and in this series, we are directing our attention to some of 
the lesser-known characters in Scripture.  When you think of the “big names” 
in Scripture, David is definitely an A-list biblical character, and last week we 
heard about Abigail who was one of the important supporting actors in 
David’s story.  Today we are looking at another character who had an 
important supporting role in David’s story and that person is Jonathan.   

If you remember hearing about Jonathan, what you probably 
remember is that he was very close friends with David.  What we learn about 
Jonathan before he meets David is that he was the son of Israel’s King Saul, 
and the leader of Saul’s army.  He had been successful in battles with the 
Philistines, but there was that one occasion when Saul’s armies were 
confronted by the Philistine giant, Goliath, and it was an unknown shepherd 
named David, not Jonathan, who fought the giant and won.  Saul was 
pleased with David and his victory, and you could imagine that someone like 
Jonathan could have become jealous of David.  What if David started getting 
all of his father’s attention?  What if David started getting all of the attention 
for being a great warrior and everyone forgot about Jonathan?  But Jonathan 
didn’t get jealous or seem threatened by David as we might expect.  Instead, 
he respected and admired David from the get-go, and he expressed his love 
and admiration at the very beginning of their relationship by making a 
covenant with David.  The exact details of the covenant are not spelled out, 
but, based on Jonathan’s actions after they made the covenant, it seems like 
it was a covenant that included promises to be loyal and to defend and 
protect one another no matter what.   

David would end up benefiting from his covenant with Jonathan 
because unfortunately, the King was not nearly as secure or generous about 
sharing attention and praise as Jonathan was, and he quickly became 
jealous of David.  After Jonathan and David make their covenant with each 
other at the beginning of I Samuel 18, the rest of the chapter describes Saul’s 
increasing paranoia and jealousy of David and his attempts to get David 
killed first by sending him on a dangerous mission and then by trying to make 
him vulnerable to his enemies by distracting him with a woman.  Saul’s 
attempts to harm David fail, and he realizes that the Lord is with 



David.  Chapter 18 ends by saying that Saul was afraid of David and became 
his enemy for the rest of his life while David continued to be a successful 
warrior for Israel.   

Our Scripture reading this morning picks up with the next scene in the 
story.  At the beginning of chapter 19, Saul is still obsessed with the idea of 
murdering David and Jonathan finds himself in the middle between his 
jealous and angry father and his beloved best friend.  Let’s listen to the story 
from I Samuel 19:1-7. 

19 Saul spoke with his son Jonathan and with all his servants 
about killing David. But Saul’s son Jonathan took great delight in 
David. 2 Jonathan told David, “My father Saul is trying to kill you; 
therefore be on guard tomorrow morning; stay in a secret place and 
hide yourself. 3 I will go out and stand beside my father in the field 
where you are, and I will speak to my father about you; if I learn 
anything I will tell you.” 4 Jonathan spoke well of David to his father 
Saul, saying to him, “The king should not sin against his servant David, 
because he has not sinned against you, and because his deeds have 
been of good service to you; 5 for he took his life in his hand when he 
attacked the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a great victory for 
all Israel. You saw it, and rejoiced; why then will you sin against an 
innocent person by killing David without cause?” 6 Saul heeded the 
voice of Jonathan; Saul swore, “As the Lord lives, he shall not be put 
to death.” 7 So Jonathan called David and related all these things to 
him. Jonathan then brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence 
as before. 

  It’s Jonathan’s actions here that would lead us to believe that in his 
covenant with David he promised to be loyal and to defend and protect him 
no matter what.  First, he warns David of the danger and advises him to hide, 
and then he goes to his father to talk to him and to try to change his mind 
about what he wants to do to David.  The fact that he stepped right up to try 
to help and protect David is commendable and admirable, but what makes 
his intervention even more remarkable is that he intervened on David’s 
behalf at a risk to himself.  Siding with a man that a jealous King considers 
to be a personal enemy is typically not the way to win favor with the King, 
and it wasn’t just a King - it was his father.  He risked straining or even ruining 
his personal relationship with his father, and not only that, but as the eldest 
son, Jonathan was next in line to become King.  If he displeased his father, 
Saul could have killed him and/or tried to choose a different 
successor.  Jonathan’s helping David was more than a friend doing a favor 
for a friend.  There was a lot at stake for him personally, but even so, he was 



loyal, he acted courageously, and he acted selflessly.  The Preacher’s 
Commentary says, “To will for another what is best for them, whatever the 
cost to self is what true love is.”  This is how we see Jonathan loving David.   

When I read about what Jonathan did for David here, my mind goes to 
the words of the Apostle Paul who says in Philippians 2:3-4, “Do nothing 
from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 
than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to 
the interests of others.”  Jonathan’s selfless intervention on behalf of David 
exemplifies this, and his story serves to remind us that biblical love is much 
more than good feelings, and that it’s not simply a series of 50/50 
transactions between people.  Jonathan’s example teaches us that love 
looks like Paul describes it in I Cortinthians 13 when he says, “Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 
It does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily 
angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.”  Jonathan’s example also points us beyond 
Jonathan to the better Jonathan who is Jesus.  Jesus, better than Jonathan 
or anyone else, has shown us what love is by giving up his own heavenly 
glory and rights to come serve us.  He put aside his own interests in order to 
serve us even to the point of laying down his own life, and after rising from 
the dead he lives still to intercede for us and to help us.   

When we think about what we might take with us from this story today, 
I think there are a couple of obvious take home lessons.  One is the basic 
good news of the gospel.  We all want to have a friend like Jonathan in our 
lives - someone who will be loyal to us no matter what; someone who will 
come to our aid and stick up for us and defend us against our enemies; 
someone who not only wills what is best for us but who makes a personal 
sacrifice in order to give us what is best for us.  The good news of the gospel 
is that we have that friend in Christ.  Right now, we are in the midst of the 
Lenten season.  Jesus has set his face toward Jerusalem, and with each 
step that he takes, you and I are on his mind.  He knows that he is going to 
suffer, and be rejected, and sentenced to death, but he is going because he 
is the faithful friend who loves us and through his death he will bring freedom, 
forgiveness, and life to us.  

A second easy take home from this story about Jonathan is a challenge 
to go and do likewise.  We all want to have a friend like Jonathan, but as we 
listen to the story, we are reminded that God’s people are called to be friends 
like Jonathan to others. Listen again to what Paul says in Philippians 2. “Do 
nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others 



as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own 
interests, but to the interests of others.”  That is how we are supposed to 
relate to others - and not just the members of our families, or the people that 
we get along with, or the people that are like us.  Now, I could just wrap it up 
here with that.  Go out this week and love your neighbor – not with superficial 
words and actions, but in that I Corinthians 13, Jonathan and Jesus kind of 
way.  Be humble, forget about your own interests, and don’t shy away from 
a personal sacrifice if loving someone like Christ would call for it.  I could 
wrap it up with that, but I feel like I would be leaving you hanging because 
honestly, that is hard to do.  Loving our neighbors, willing what is best for 
them whatever the cost to self, is hard to do because we are creatures who 
are driven by self-interest.  Even when we do things for other people, so 
many times we have some sort of self-interest attached to it.  What Jonathan 
did for David was really quite extraordinary, and the question is how did he 
manage to do it?  How was he able to take such an enormous risk on behalf 
of his friend?  Where did he find the courage to approach the king and call 
his intentions into question, and how are we supposed to be able to actually 
risk our own security, or comfort, or something else if loving our neighbor 
and obedience to Jesus calls for it?  I read something this week that got me 
thinking about the how, and if one of the application points from this story is 
go and do likewise then I think this last point also needs to be made.   

In his commentary on I and II Samuel, Walter Brueggemann says, “At 
great risk to himself, Jonathan becomes David’s powerful advocate in the 
face of Saul.”  He also says, “Jonathan should have been in solidarity with 
his father, if not out of duty, then out of self-interest (for the sake of his own 
chance at the throne).  The narrative, however, presents Jonathan acting 
against both his duty and his self-interest.”  Why and how would he do such 
a thing?  Here is the answer.  “Only if he trusted in how Yahweh would build 
his kingdom and if he aligned himself with it.”  Listen to that again. Only if he 
trusted.  Yes, Jonathan loved David and that love surely compelled him to 
act, but he found freedom and strength to act by putting his trust in God.  He 
trusted that God was at work in his circumstances and trusted that ultimately 
God was in charge and that God’s way would be the right way.  Believing 
these things to be true, he then acted in the way that he believed would be 
pleasing to God.  Similarly, when we look at Jesus, Jesus also trusted 
God.  When Jesus was tempted by the devil in the wilderness, Jesus trusted 
the truth of God’s words which gave him strength to act obediently.  When 
Jesus made his way to Jerusalem and refused to draw a sword or incite a 
military battle against his enemies but allowed himself to be crucified instead, 
he trusted that God would vindicate him and prove that love is the greatest 



power of all.  He trusted that God would establish his kingdom and he aligned 
himself with God through his obedience.   
 The point for us is this.  Obedience is an essential part of our 
relationship with God.  Jesus calls us and expects us to listen to him and 
obey, but practicing obedience isn’t just about gritting our teeth and trying 
our best to do the right thing all the time.  Obedience, is, instead, about 
trusting God and then acting in ways that express our faith and confidence 
in God.  We can hear about how Jonathan and Jesus loved in this 
remarkable way that pleases God and furthers God’s purposes and we can 
think, I’ll try my best because I know this is what I’m supposed to do, or we 
can say, I trust that you are right, Jesus, when you say that if I love this way 
it will make your kingdom real and it will bring life, and hope, and goodness 
both to the people that I love and to myself.  Because I trust you, I will do this 
with your help.  That feels a lot different than “I’ll try my best since I know this 
is what I’m supposed to do,” doesn’t it?   Truly, our strength to actually do 
what Jesus would do isn’t found in our will to do.  It comes to us through faith, 
through trusting, in God.   

So, now that we have heard about Jonathan and how he loved David 
even at a risk to himself, yes, by all means, let’s go and do the same 
whenever and wherever we have the opportunity.  Opportunities will come 
for us as they always do for God’s people to protect, and defend, and 
intercede on behalf of others and there may be times when doing that will be 
costly.  When I say that I can’t help thinking of people who helped slaves 
escape to freedom through the underground railroad or people who hid and 
helped Jews during WWII.  I can’t help thinking of those who intentionally live 
simply so that they can give generously, or those who give up their time to 
work to correct community problems that don’t necessarily affect their own 
lives but do negatively affect the lives of their neighbors.  There will be those 
times when loving our neighbors and building God’s kingdom require us to 
love in this very difficult way, and when they come, trust in God.  Lean into 
God’s promises and Jesus’s wisdom and that’s where you will find the 
strength to obey and be faithful.  Amen.  
 

 


