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 This is the third and final week in our New Year’s sermon series which is about resolving to recommit 
ourselves to investing in the relationships that keep churches strong, and healthy, and effective in helping people 
move closer to a relationship with God and into Christian community.  The book Unbinding the Gospel and the 
research behind it is the source of the big idea behind this series which is the idea that there are 3 sets of distinct 
relationships in churches and these relationships interact with and affect each other.  If one area grows and gets 
healthier it has a positive effect on the other areas, and if one area becomes weak and unhealthy, it can have a 
negative effect on the other areas so the goal is for all of those sets of relationships to be strong and healthy.  
The three sets of relationships are the personal relationship that we have with God, the relationships that we 
have with each other in our church family, and the last set that we’re looking at today are the relationships that 
we have with those outside of our church family.  
 I think most of us can say that we know people and that we have friends who are not members of this 
church family.  I hope that we can say that because as great as church family are, they definitely aren’t meant to 
be our only friends or the only people that we interact with in the world.  We are part of a faith community and 
that is a gift and a blessing, but of course we are also part of a larger community that we ought to be engaged 
with for lots of reasons.  For one thing, there are a lot of great people to get to know and enjoy and learn from in 
our larger community and if you’re a person who likes to have friends, there are lot of potential friends who live 
on your street, or whose kids go to school with yours, or they play golf, or tennis, or do yoga at the same place 
you do.  We also ought to be engaged with our community because we have a responsibility to contribute and 
to do our part to make the community a good place for everyone who is part of it. God calls us to be concerned 
about others and to seek not just our own welfare, but the welfare of our community and we can’t really do that 
if we don’t know people and interact with them.   A third reason to be engaged with those outside of our church 
community  is also motivated by our faith and God’s call to us.   
 There are several times in the Gospels, when Jesus says things that let us know that he means for us as 
his followers to talk about his kingdom, to show what it looks like to live under his rule, and to invite others to 
experience it by trusting and following Jesus themselves.  “You are the light of the world,” he says. “A city 
built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but 
on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:14-
16).  On another occasion, when he looked out at the crowds and saw all the people who were lost, and hurting, 
and needing to hear God’s good news, he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few;  therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Matthew 9:37-38).  And 
after he had risen from the dead, the Gospel of John says that he appeared to his disciples, and said, “As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you”  (John 20:21).  Then he breathed his Holy Spirit on them.   
 There is no question that Jesus means for us, as his followers, to be involved in the work of telling others 
about Jesus and his kingdom, and that means that the church can’t be a little club of people who are focused 
only on ourselves, and our activities, and our existing relationships with each other.  We have good news to 
share, and it’s outside of the church where we’ll meet people who don’t yet know and might like to hear about 
the good news that we have to share.  To be faithful to our calling, we have to pay attention to and invest in this 
third set of relationships, and as we seek to obey the command to love our neighbors, this should be something 
that comes naturally, but sometimes, even when do we have friends outside of the church and we care about 
them, we aren’t always sure exactly how, or if, or when we should do the sharing of the good news.  In our 
Scripture reading this morning, we see one example that can help us. 
 In the opening chapter of the Gospel of John, John the Baptist is introduced.  He is in the wilderness 
announcing the arrival of God’s Messiah, and people are listening to his message.  Our passage picks up in 
John 1 at verse 38.  This is what the Scripture says.   

35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and 
they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you 
looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you 
staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 



remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John 
speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated 
Peter).43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said 
to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of 
Joseph from Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said 
to him, “Come and see.” 

This passage describes the calling of Jesus’s first disciples, and we see that Jesus invited people to 
come see who he was and what he was about, and then two of the people who met Jesus, Andrew and Philip, 
went and invited two other people, Simon and Nathanael, to come see and experience what they had seen and 
experienced.  Just like that, Jesus’s circle of disciples expanded.  The beauty of this little story about the 
expanding circle of Jesus’s disciples is the simplicity of it.   Andrew and Phillip met Jesus.  What they saw in him 
and learned from him was compelling.  It seemed like something that would be of interest to other people that 
they knew so they went and found those people and invited them to come and see and hear for themselves.   

Now, the question for us today is, what if helping the friends and acquaintances that we have who are 
outside of the church come closer to a relationship with God and into Christian community was as simple as 
that?  What if sharing the good news about Jesus and his kingdom didn’t mean we have to be manipulative, or 
disrespectful of people and their existing beliefs, or that we have to convince people that we’re right and they’re 
wrong?  I think a lot of times we don’t want to do too much sharing of our faith because we are afraid that it would 
mean that we have to be manipulative, or disrespectful, or self-righteous, but we don’t see any of that in Andrew 
or Phillip.  In fact, when Nathanael expresses some cynicism about what Phillip is telling him, Phillip doesn’t try 
to convince Nathanael or prove anything. He just invites him to come see for himself and make his own judgment, 
and this is the good news and encouragement for us today.   Sharing the good news about Jesus that we have 
come to believe is as simple as it looks in John’s Gospel.  It is as simple as inviting people that we know and 
care about to come and see who and what we have experienced and letting the Spirit of God do the rest.   

While it is simple to share good news with people, in the sense that it isn’t complicated, we still might find 
it challenging to practice if we haven’t been practicing, so today, instead of just hearing this and forgetting about 
it soon as we leave because we aren’t really sure what to do specifically, I want to suggest 3 things that we might 
do in the coming days and weeks as we relate to the people we know or run into outside of the church.   

The first is to begin to pray for your non-church friends and acquaintances.  A friend of mine used to say, 
“talk to God about your friends before you talk to your friends about God.”  This is a praying church, and I know 
that you believe that God answers prayers so pray for the people around you-when they mention a prayer request 
but do it even when they don’t.   You might even make short list of people you know who may not know Jesus 
or who aren’t part of a church and begin to pray for them regularly.  Even when people have not shared a 
particular prayer request or concern with you, chances are there is some challenge, or some struggle, or 
something with which they could use a little help from above.  Pray on their behalf, and while you’re praying, you 
might ask God for an opportunity to say “come and see,” somehow. 

I had a neighbor in Tampa when I was at my first church living at the manse and she had a son a little 
older than Virginia Catherine.  We had become acquainted, and we had an Easter Egg Hunt coming up at the 
church.  I wanted to invite her to come with her son – I wanted her to come and see our loving community and 
wanted her to have the chance to feel God’s presence among us- but I was a little nervous about those things 
that we tend to worry about.  Will she say no?  Will she think I’m being pushy?  I decided to pray for her and for 
a good chance to invite her, and God answered my prayer.  She walked by my driveway one afternoon and it 
was a perfect opportunity to talk with her and invite her.  She and her son didn’t become members of our church, 
but she did say yes, and they did come to the Easter Egg hunt.  Maybe coming to the Easter Egg hunt didn’t 
dramatically change her life or her son’s life, but maybe it was a time when they were able to get a little taste of 
the goodness of God.  Pray for your non-church friends. 

A second thing you might do is along the lines of my story.  Invite someone to come to church with you! 
We might convince ourselves that people we know wouldn’t come to church with us if we invited them, and that 
may be true, but they may be more willing to come than we think.  A few years ago I read a book called The 
Unchurched Next Door which was based on research that a team had done on people who don’t go to church.  
There were a couple of surprising things that they found out.  One was that most unchurched people have a 



positive view about pastors, ministers, and the church.1  We hear people complain about hypocrisy in the church 
or about leaders who have been caught in scandals, and it kind of feels like probably everyone has a low opinion 
about church but as it turns out that doesn’t seem to be true.  Another surprising thing that these researchers 
found out was that 82% of unchurched people said that they were at least “somewhat likely” to attend church if 
they were invited.  That means if you invited 10 people to church, 8 of them would likely say yes!  Inviting people 
that we like, or people that we actually love and care about, to join us at a place that is meaningful to us is a 
completely natural and normal thing to do, and chances are, if we do it, they are likely to come.  Again, like my 
neighbor, they may not come more than once, or they may not come the first time you ask them, but just asking 
is a way to say “come and see,” and we never know what God might do with that.  

A last suggestion is to invite someone to do something with you that you do because of Jesus.  Many of 
you are involved in doing things because they are things that you believe are important to God and things that 
God has called you to do.  Things like volunteering at UCOM, or doing justice ministry through iCare, or making 
bags for women at Hubbard House.   If we invite people to join us in doing kingdom work, it creates another 
opportunity for them to come and see who Jesus is and what Jesus is doing in the world.  People who are outside 
of the church care about the problems and suffering that they see in the world.  They want to be involved in 
working to alleviate suffering and they may be very interested in seeing how God is at work through you as you 
follow Jesus to help transform people’s lives and the world.  They may be interested in finding out that they can 
join in on what God is doing, too, with a community of other people who are ministering in Jesus’s name to bring 
hope, and healing, and justice, and change to the world.   

You may have other ideas about how to invite people who are outside of the church to come and see 
what you have found in Christ and in his church.  The important thing is that we are motivated by God’s love for 
us and God’s call to us to share God’s good news with those who are waiting to hear it.  This is God’s call to us 
individually and collectively as a church.  All of the relationships that we’ve talked about in this series are 
important as we try to do that.  All of them are connected and interact and the stronger each set is, the stronger 
they all are.  We can ask God to keep using Lakewood and to continue to bless our ministry and outreach to 
others, and even as we ask for God’s help, we can also commit ourselves again to our relationships with our 
Lord, and with each other, and with our neighbors. Let’s ask and let’s commit.  Amen.   
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